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By Mr. DUNNELL : The petition of Mrs. E. H. Bowman and 10
others, citizens of Heron e, Minnesota, for legislation to make
effective the anti-polygamy law of 1862—to the Committee on the
Judi 2 :

Also, the petition of Mrs. George Williams and 25 others, citizens
of Laneshorongh, Minnesota, of similar import—to the same com-

mittee.

Also, the petition of Mrs. H. W. Chandler and 70 others, citizens
of Jackson County, Minnesota, of similar import—to the same com-
mittee.

By Mr. FINLEY: The petition of 25 members of the Richland
(Ohio) County bar, against s‘tt;aching1 Richland County, Ohio, to the
Toledo subdivision of the Northern Ohio judieial district—to the same
committee.

Also, the petition of George R. Hosler and 32 others, for a post-
route from (%‘:a]ion to Fredrickton, Ohio—to the Committee on the
Post-Office and Post-Roads. |

By Mr. FORT : The petition of J. H. Moor, for safety appliances to
be attached to steam-engines—to the Committee on Commerce.

By Mr. GARFIELD : ‘The petition of M. M. Boothman and other
soldiers, of Bryan, Ohio, for the modification of the pension laws—
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. HATCHER : The petition of the Royal Purple Temperance
Club, Cape Girardeau, Missouri, numbering 330 members, for the
passage of the Senate bill providing for a commission of inquiry con-
cerning the aleoholic liquor traffic—to the Committee on the Judi-

ciary.
Also, the petition of Olive Tree Lodge, No. 241, Independent Order
of Good Templars, of Cape Girardeaun, Missouri, of similar import—

to the same committee,

By Mr. HENDEE : The petition of Charles Felton and 42 others,
members of Franklin Good Templars’ Lodge of Vermont, for a com-
mission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic—to the
same committee.

Also, the petition of H. G. Vail and 55 other women, of Underhill,
Vermont, and vicinity, for legislation to make effective the anti-
polygamy law of 1862—to the same committee.

Also t.ge petition of Mrs. J. W. Guernsay and 30 other women, of
Franklin, Vermont, of similar import—to the same committee.

By Mr. LATHROP : The petition of Mrs, W. H. Durham and 100
other ladies, of Belvidere, 1llinois, of similar import—to the same
committee. .

By Mr. MCKINLEY : The petition of 41 women of the Methodist
Episcopal church of Wellsville, Ohio, of similar import—to the same
committee.

Also, the petition of 196 women, of Salineville, Ohio, of similar im-
port—to the same committee.

Also, the petition of Rev. Louis Paine and the official board of the
Methodist Episcopal church of Wellsville, Ohio, for early and favor-
able action upon the Senate bill to provide for a commission of inquiry
concerning the alcoholic lignor traffic—to the same committee.

Also, the petition of 64 citizens of Ohio, against the extension of
the Birdsell clover-huller patent—to the Committee on Patents.

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of William M. Jeuks, for an award
for services on board the fransport Western Metropolis in capturing
the blockade runner Rosetta Havana and cargo in 1864—to the Com-
mittee on War Claims.

By Mr. REILLY : The petition of women of Port Carbon, Penn-

Ivania, for legislation to make effective the anti-polygamy law of
1 to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. RICE, of Ohio: The petition of Mrs. E. R. McClugky, A.
* M. Noble, A. L. Mott and 50 other ladies, of Paulding, Ohio, of simi-
lar import—to the same committee.

By Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts: The petition of Mrs. L. A. John-

usetts, of similar import—

son and other ladies, of Oxford, M
to the same committee.

Mr, RBYAN: The petition of 151 ladies, of Arkansas City, Kansas,
of similar import—to the same committee. .

By Mr. N: The petition of Mrs. Asa Turner and 50 other
women, of Oskaloosa, Iowa, of similar import—to the same committee.

By Mr, SHALLENBERGER : The petition of Mary R. Dickey and
100 other women, of Beaver County, Pennsylvania, of similar im-
port—to the same committee.

By Mr. STONE, of Iowa : The petition of citizens of Lonisa County,
Iowa, for the amendment of the patent laws so as to protect inno-
cent lﬁ;uhmm of patented articles—to the same committee.

By Mr. SWANN : The ‘fetition of Mary Miller, for a pension—to
the Committee on Invalid Pensions,

B{.Hr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois: The petition of tax-payers of
ihe District of Columbia, for the suspension of the sale of property
for ial assessments until the same are corrected—to theg

tee for the District of Columbia.

By Mr. WADDELL: The petition of citizens of Bladen and Robe-
son Counnties, North Carolina, for an ap%ropriation for the removal of
obstructions in a tributary of Peedee River—to the Committee on

" By Mr. WATSON: The petition of 100 women, of Waterford, Penn-
lvania, for legislation to make effective the anti-polygamy law of

1 to the Committee on the Judiciary. .

. By Mr. WIGGINTON : The petition of N. H. Beal and 542 other

women, of California, of similar import—to the same committee.
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUXDERLAND, D. D,
The Journal of the proceedings of Friday last was read.

CORRECTION.
Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I desire to state that in the RECORD~
of Saturday in the statement of the vote on the final adjournment on
Friday my name is recorded among the absent. I was present and
voted in the negative. The omission makes no difference in the re-
sult, but at the same time I desire to have the roll corrected. 1 sup-
thpoaet 'tzngt in the Journal it is entered in thesame way; Iam informed
at it is.
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Journal will be amended in thatre-
spect. The RECORD will be corrected by the Reporter.

CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY BUILDING.

Mr, HOWE. I ask indulgence to say now that to-morrow, if I (!8}1
get the floor, I shall ask the Senate to proceed to the consideration
of the bill (8. No. 1591) to provide additional aceommodations for the -
Library of Con , which was reported some time since from the
Committee on the Library. I wish that Senators who have proposi--
tions to submit by way of amendment would prepare them and be-
ready to submit them.

CREDENTIALS,

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the credentials of James Shields,.
chosen by the Legislature of Missouri a S8enator from that State to
fill the vacancy caused by the death of Lewis V. Bogy.

The credentials were read.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate & communication
from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting a letter from John W.
Hoyt, relative to the inadequacy of the compensation now paid him as-
governor of Wyoming Territory ; which was referred to the Commit-
tee on Territories, and ordered to be printed.

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Secre
of War, transmitting a letter from Major-General John.M. Schofield, -
of the United States Army, commanding the department of West -
Point, recommending that in case action is not taken during the pres-
ent session of Congress npon the general subject of the reorganization
of the Army a proviso be introduced into the Army appropriation bill
creating a pmgmorshi of modern languages at the United States
Military Academy ; which was referred to the Committee on Military
Affairs, and ordered to be printed.

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Postmaster-
General, recommending that an appropriation be made to make up cer-
tain deficiencies in the Post-Office Department ; which was refpemad
to'_thtzd Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered to be-
printed.

PETITIONS AND MEMORJALS..

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the petition of Mary E. Thomas
and 132 other women, of gibson County, Indiana, praying for the-
passage of an act making effective the anti?ol gamy ﬁ: of 1862;.
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented the petition of Margaret Kelly and
other women, of Mi Goung, Utah, and the petition of Elizabeth.
8. Cole and other women, of Oakland, California, praying for the pas-
sage of an act making effective the anti-polygamy law of 1862; wgl s
were referred to the %ommitteo on the Judiciary.

Mr. FERRY presented the petition of Mrs. Anna B. Crispell and 103-
other women, of Holland, Michigan, praying for the passage of an act -
making effective the anti-polygamy law of 1862; wl?ich was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr, KERNAN presented the petition of James Buchan & Co., of
New York City, praying for the passage of the bill (8. No. 1561) for the -
interchange of subsidiary silver coins and United States notes; which.
was referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. GARLAND presented resolutions of the city council of Fort .
Smith, Arkansas, in favor of the passage of the bill now pending in
the House of Repmsentntivg providing for the sale and Espom on
of the military reservation adjoining that eity ; which were referred
to the Committee on Public Lands.

Mr. GARLAND. I present the petitien of B..F. Overton, delegate |
from the Chickasaw Nation of Indians, praying that a 5 per cent.
Indian trust-fund bond may be issuned to fund all' other trust-fund
bonds and stocks. As Benate bill No. 720 on that: subjéct is now on
the Calendar, I ask that this petition be printed and lie npon the
table to be called up when that bill is econsidered..

The VICE-PRESIDENT. . That order will be entered.

Mr. WITHERS presented the petition of Bernard Wagner, of Evans-
ville, Indiana, ?m;;ing compensation for property lost during the late -
war l:ii-. Memphis, Tennessee ; which was to the Committee :
on ms.

Mr. WITHERS. 1 present the petition of J olm.l.[\u'ghy, of Vir-
gnin, praying for the establishment of a post-route from Pope’s Creek

Kenmore, Westmoreland County, Virginin. I move its reference,.
er with the Moomganying papers, to the Commiftee on Post--
Offices and Post-Roads, there being ameng the papers the draught of -
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.an amendment to the post-ronte bill fo carry out the object of the
petitioner.
. The motion was to. o :

‘Mr. SARGENT presented the %ahtl.on of Mrs. 8. D. E. Dowling
and other women, of S8an Diego, California, Lrayin for the passage
of an act making effective the anti-polygamy law of 1862; which was
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr, MITCHELL. I present a memorial of the Chamber of Com-
merce of the city of Astoria, Oregon, in which they represent the
argent necessity for some improvement of the bar at the mouth of
the Columbia River. As this is a matter of a very great deal of im-
portance, I ask to have it read. It is short.

Mr. MORRILL. I hope weshallnot consume this morning in read-
ing memorials.

.MITCHELL, Ishall haveto insistonitsreading. Some five hun-
dred vessels have entered the mouth of this river from all parts of the
world in the last two years, and the Chamber of Commerce of the
city of Astoria, shows the necessity of some small improvement, not
2 large improvement, to be made at once. I ask tohave the memerial
read

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The 8ecretary will report the memorial.
The memorial was read,.and referred to the Committee on Com-
erce and ordered to be printed, as follows:
T'o the honorable Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled :
The Chamber of Commerce of Astorin, Oregon, would respectfully ask of your

honorable body an appropriation of §50,000 to bemade by Con or continuing
the survey an in&pmvamenta of the bar at the mouth of the Colnmbia River.
u:ﬁn thonsand o&!;ra was appropriated last year for this purpose and the pre-
survey made.

By this survey it was ascertained that the bar was shoaling and there is not now

Tl Al I evites e eiat 1hy: S¥ippiug s bise yolut s te
T a on 0 2] InE a an

vent great damage to on and thig.grhole Co‘lnmﬁll; lﬂvm- bushf.o A

Two hundred and seventy thousand dollars have been spent by the Government
to improve the river from Astoria to nd, and all v 8 that can cross the
bar w?ithont delay during the most favorable times can go to Portland.

During that same time, however, only the §5,000 above spoken of have been ex-
pended on the bar, with the exception of one or two sumﬂ for the purpose of
making charts, and the bar has gradually shoaled. The harbor inside the mouth
is deep enough for the largest vessels that float, and being sheltered would with-
out any impro t pt deepening the ch ] at the entrance make a harbor

of refu

But iﬁn principally on account of the needs of the commerce of the river that
the present approp! is asked.

Last year one vessel loaded with grain struck the bar going out and sunk at sea,

a total loas of vessel and cargo. Another touched in going out and leaked so
that she put into San Francisco. Other vessels were delayed woeeks for a favorable
time to get to sea for fear of striking, Vessels are now lying in port loaded wait-
ing for perfectly smooth water muérmxt. not daring to cross with the least swell
on. The American ship R. B. F , 1,360 tons ter, has been ready for sea
and waiting six weeks, How much longer she will have to wait we do not know,
Other are here ready for sea which have waited ‘MJ'ME time.
The delay to a ship is worth from ene hundred to one hundred and fifty dollars

dn.mgtothammofthaww&y. The Fuller havigg de-
r:;ed gorty-ﬂva ;l_la]{s. has occasioned s over§4,500 alone. High hts and
scarce tonnage soon result if the bar is not improved, while the and
whole:commercial interests of the Columbia basin will be

ring

vessels to arrive, four hnndred ninety-seven; the total value
of ex; for the same ﬁﬂod being §19,105,100.10, an excess of only twenty-three
vi , with nearly double the amount of exports, showing a muoh!ixrger class of
vessels with a mu dranght of water, and also to show not only a
large business but a rapidly increasing commerce, one that should be fostered and
eneou The Chamber of Commerce would recommend that the appropriation
be so made as to allow thej deepening of the south channel by the “murlng‘fmc‘
ess,” either directly to sea or by way of the north channel below Sand Islan

That the observations of the currents be continued, if thought necessary by the
Secretary of War. ’

JOHN Q. A. BOWLBY,
Pregident Chamber aﬁEOmmeru.
ANDREW W. BERRY,

J. H. D. GRAY,
E. 8. LARSEN,
Commitiee.

Mr. MORRILL presented the petition of E. A. Smith and others,
«citizens of New York, praying for the passage of the bill (8. No. 1561)
for the interchange of subsidiary silver coins and United States notes;
which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr.PADDOCK presented the petitionof John C. Lawton and others,
postal clerks upon the various railways of the country, g:tying for
the an.aasge of a law fixing the grades of their salaries, Tate at
$14 r annum, and second rate at §1,200 per annum ; which was
refe to the Committee on Post-Offices amf%’rost.-ltomia.

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of John Winslow Jones, of
Portland, Maine, praying for the extension of letters-patent granted

¢ Isaac Winslow, for a process in Ba.cking green sweet corn ; which
was referred to the Committee on Patents. ~

Mr. HAMLIN. ‘I present a petition, numerously signed by mer-
chants and ship-owners residing and doing business in Ngor, in the
State of Maine, praying for the passage of the bill (H. R. No. 3547) to
regulate interstate commmerce and to prohibit unjust discriminations
by common carriers, which has the House and is now before
the Committee on Commerce of the Senate.” The petitioners respect-
fully pray that the bill may be s ily passed by this honorable body.
I move the reference of the petition to the Committee on Commerce.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. DORSEY gmsented the petition of Frank Jones, of Washing-
on, District of Columbia, praying for the passage of a law refunding

erroneous taxes paid by him during the years 1872-°75; which was
referred to the Committee on the Distriet of Columbia.

Mr. HOWE Preaented the petition of Mrs. Rev. W. B. Dada and
other ladies, of Wayne County, New York, praying for the passage of
an act making effective the anti-polygamy law of 1362; which was
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. )

Mr. BUTLER presented the getition of J. W. Stribling, A. W. Ad-
dington, and others, citizens of South Carolina, praying for the passage
of a law relieving them from responsibility as sureties on the bond of
J. R. W. Johuson, late postmaster at Walhalla, in that State; which
was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.

Mr. CONKLING. I present a petition signed by a large number of
residents of the city and State of New York, praying the passage at
the earliest day of a bill for the interchange of subsidiary silver coins
and United States notes. It isa bill which was introduced by the hon-
orable Senator from California on my right, [Mr. Boots.] I move
the reference of the petition to the Committee on Finance.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. CONKLING. I have received, and I spppose it is proper still
to present, a petition of citizens of New Yerk, praying for the passage
of the bill (H. R. No.4234) granting arrears of pensions. I move that
it lie npon the table.

The motion was to.

Mr. COKE. I present the memorial of James Masterson, of Hous-
ton, Texas, praying for the passage of a law conferring authority
upon the United States Court of Claims, or some other tribunal, to
hear and determine the rights of claimants to their respective inter-
ests in the proceeds of the sale of captured or abandoned progert
taken from citizens of the Southern States during the late war. a.ai
that it be read and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The meémorial will be read. [

The memorial was read, and referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary, as follows:

To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States in Congress assembled :

The un citizens of the United States, T n
whereas a very s amount of private rty was gm% thm wtarwh?;
e e e
expenses of seizure, transportation, and sale, were paid over to the Unit:rgt‘;tea
Treasury, to bo held asa trust, and not th:d;gvpar%l of the United States: and

‘Whereas this fund, which has been decided by the highest tribunal of the land, to

be held in trust for the owners from whom it was taken, and over fourteen millions
of dollars of the fund are still in the Treasury, but no remedy afforded to the own-

er&;owe:fublialﬁ their rights of pmpertjilthera tiol-,g ndicaforuti;xewm: o
ore, the unders[gnad mwﬂﬂ pra; enactment of a
m[}' tates Court of C{xlms. or some other im-

law conferring authority npon the Uni
tril to hear and determine the rights of claimants to their respective

terests in said fund and for the recovery of their rights therein, &e.

Mr. ALLISON presented the petition of Miss D. F. Gibbs and other
ladies, of the city of Dubuque, Iowa, praying for the passage of an
act making effectual the snti-polyglnmy w of 1862; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ;

He also presented the petition of A. Bliedung and others, citizens
of Clayton County, Iowa, praying for a modification of the patent
law so as to protect purchasers of articles who have purch them
in ﬁpen market ; which was referred to the Committee on Patents.

r. PLUMB presented a resolution of the Kansas City Board of
Trade, in favor of opening up the Indian Territory to settlement ;
which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

Mr. McCREERY presented the petition of William Stone Abert, of
Washington City, praying that the tax paid by him for repaving D
street and Pennsylvania avenue, be refunded ; which was ref fo
the Committee on the Distriet of Columbia.

He also gnra]xjaented the petition of William B. Reed, executor of G.
A. W. Randall, deceased, late of Washington City, praying that the
tax paid by him for repaving D street and Pennsylvania avenue be
refunded ; which was referred to the Committee on the District of

Columbia.
Mr. COCKRELL. I present resolutions adc:})ted by the Board of
Trade of Kansas City, Missouri, on the 20th of Jannary, 1579, in favor

of the ‘opening of the Indian Territory in pursuance of the treaties
and the p e of the bill introduced in the House by Hon. B. J.
FRANKLIX. ask that these resolutions be read. They are very

short.
The VICE-PRESIDENT. They will be reported.
The pesolutions were read, as follows :

Whereas in our judgment it conclusively appears from the provisions of exist-
ing treaties that the Indian Territory can be legally opened to settlement, and
that such settlement would tend to the material lm{ moral advancement of the
Indiana and to the better protection of therights of persons and property within
the limits of the Territory, and that the intelligent and edunca rtion of 1he
Indians favor such legislation, and that such legislation will not destroy or dis-
turb the autonomy of t atﬁl:p,\ o?n.n.lum of the Indians, and that it will the
batb;::uburge the preservation of the funds and lands belonging to and owned

them ; an
byWhm-eaa the dedication of thia country to barbarism not only bars inter-com-
munication between the , COmmerce, u?;::ulmm and indastry of the Emt
‘West and the citizens of Texas and the son sea-board, but hermeticall ﬂ:;s

out from the softeninﬁ and enlightened influences of civilization one of t
most beantiful and prod mvm:i;lm on the continent; and
hereas the almost nnanimons voico of the citizens affected by this d.ol?lge

g interstate commerce protests vigoroualy against its longer continuance: Now,

erefore,
Boitresn!wdbymﬂocrdqfﬂudeﬁf the City af Knnsas, Missouri, That the bill
introduced into Congress by Hon. B. J. Frasgum for the foregoing purposes is.
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& meritorious and praiseworthy, and that we do heartily indorse the said
m wisely in the public interest. :
Andjmffn, That we are of the o mhnthﬂmhl%umsﬂd
bﬂltapwnaedwm]dinmtoﬂmbenemm advantage of the to the in-
terestof t ddmsulthe‘ﬂ'nneasmmlarge.mdespodaﬂywthalﬂhmtnnts
of+the States of Missouri, Arkansas, Colorado, and Texas, and to the development
of the material wealth of this vast region of conntry.
crefore we do hereby earnestly commend to the attention of our Senators and

muﬁ:mpermitan rt of it to be lined with masonry a foot thick whers the
rock is too soft to n&ll?’_withont lining it, would require the excavation of A.52
cabic yarda of rock per lineal foot, which, at 85.50 per cubic yard, should cost §10.30
r lineal foot. Seventeen thousand fect of such tunnel wounld bring the aquedunct
the distributing reservoir to the line of Fourteenth street, and wo cost
therefore §328,100, or $70,248 less than a thirty-six-inch pipe to Capitel Hill.
‘Wherever the rock proves so soft as to require lining with masonry it mrg-lm

Rey ntatives in Cc:}grean this most important matter, as well as to the Senators
'.mg Representatives of neighboring States, and urge nmﬂmm the almost imper-
ative necessity of prompt action by the passage of the introduced by Hon. B.
J. FRANKLIXN, or some similar measura, w;a:mby the general interest of the public

d: R
may bo advanced. H. M. HOLDEN. )
H. H. MILLER, Secretary.
The VICE-PRESIDENT. What disposition does the Senator from |

Missounri desire shall be made of the memorial ?

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask that it be referred to the Committee on
Territories.

Mr. ALLISON. I do not like to antagonize the wish of my friend,
but 131 7 impression is that the memorial shonld go to the Committee
on .

Mr. COCKRELL. If the Senator from Iowa is anxious to consider
it I have no objection to its going there, and I hope its consideration
will prove very profitable to that committee.

Mr. ALLISOEEI I am not anxious to have the Committee on In-
dian Affairs consider it at all. Probably it will not be considered if
it goes to that committee.

e VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolutions will be referred to the
Committee on Indian Affairs.

Mr. ROLLINS. I present the memorial of A.H. Cragin and others,
owners of property in Washington, District of Columbia, and I desire
to have it read ; it is but one page.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will be read.

The Secretary read as follows:

To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives :

dersigned, ownera and persons interested in the unds and improve-
o e o S 0 L1y Comtitol Seaoeetrully Tooraiat st oo heruoet.
fered loas, inconvenience, and injury by reason of the ca down of the park
and street and the streets leading cast therefrom, leaving, in some instances,
e o e S s ey
from_ pwpertym-ps:mhnsed the grade was chwga&y :

Weo therefore respectfully pray that Congress may at its present session grant us
relief by providing for proper sewerage on First street east, and for removing the
high terrnces and embankments upon which om;Propert{nh situated, and for mak-
ing safe and secure the foundations of buillings situated in the squares thus injured

AL rep oy Sa b mel thak Ot greoe Nas AAGRY prasibell Ylia Yo Majoe
Mebamald, former assistant secretary of Senate, on th%mh side of the k,
and to the soclety owning the colored church on the south side of the park, for

ai?;l” injmias‘hmmd these preceden tfully and earnestl tha
view, we an ¥ request that
our ds be taken mmpnbncu‘:'a,wmndeqn’;w damages be allowed na
and improvements made as herein set forth.

A. H. CRAGIN.

R. B. FERGUSON.
DANIEL A. COSNOLLY.
A. C. VAN PATTEN.

N. G. ORDWAY.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. . The memorial will be referred to the
Committee on the District of Columbia.

WATER SUPPLY OF WASHINGTON.

Mr. BARNUM. I present a letter from General Meigs in relation
to the water supply of Washington City, and ask that it be read,
printed, and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If will be read at length.

The Seeretary read as follows:

= War DEPARTMENT, QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., January 24, 1879,

Dear Sig: [ submit the following in connection with i
sioners of the District of Columbia and of the engineer in
ton Aqueduct, which within a few d:{u have been printed in

CONGRESSIONAL
REcORD, upon remedying the difficuities in the present distribution of water to
Washington.

The commissioners are of opinion that the best remedy for the deficiency will be

from the
of the W

to extend the W nednct itself by tunnel under wn and the
bluffs h of point on the northern line of the
city; but they s?;prahend. without surveys, would cost §1,000,000.

The aqueduct recommends, as the dmpieat and easiest
method o the the hlﬁh grounds, the la
ing of another thirty-six-inch iron twenty-eight thousand feet from
distributing reservoir to Capi W/ estimates to cost 948, aay
$400,000, or lltm thirty-six-inch pipe laid €Ars Aago
cost, the comm ers report, $423,000.

I have again examined an estimate which I made in May, 1876, of the cost of
extending Wi nedunct itself to the bluffs of the city of Wash.
ington by ve information from the eers of the new

Mthepmmtmtmlmtoﬂhahlﬂﬁmtunnﬂ.twlmfmin diam-

its average depth below ground at two hundred and fee
shafts in nse being from ono hundred and twenty-five :omhmnﬁ"ﬁn"ﬁ'mt;

s, coats §23 per lineal foot.

the W gton Aqueduct wonld through a
diameter, ch ia the of the sev-
0n Aqnelin

through which the Washin now passes and is large

VIII—48

g

g
pr that its excavation will be so much cheaper that the saving in these
]ﬂacuh:::{ch will be few, will suffice to pay for the which nhou.ﬁ be built
of the rock farnished by the excava of the tunnel itself.

The §71,000 saved from the costof the proposed thirty-six-inch main would build
all of the small terminal reservoir necessary, and wonld lift and relay anch por-
tions of the twelve and thirty-inch mains between Georgetown and the (ﬁau-lbud.ng
reservoir as wonld be ren d unnecessary in their present position by the con-
struction of this tunnel, which wounld bring the aqueduct itsalf to the hill on the

delivering with a head of one hundred and Imsg feot, which is

feet above the highest street in Wasl at Boun
Fourteenth street, about ten millions of ns eve: rs, while the =
gix-inch main is estimated to deliver on Capitol Hill, at one hundred and twenty-
five feet above tide, only ten millions of in twenty-four hours.

The information I have as to the present actual cost of the Baltimore twelve-foot
tunnel, fomes from the resident engineer of one of its sections nunder construction.

An extension of five thousand feet further east will take the aqueduct to the
north end of New Jersey avenue at an additional cost of §06,500. But probably it
will not be desirable to make this extension for many years yet.

A reservoir at Fourteenth street, near the Columbia College will have
a commanding tion, and the pipes already laid under this additional press-
ure, n?:nr the city, give ; supply than now and at o higher level.

Am, Very reapec y, your ol
M. C. MEIGS,
uartermaster-General, Brevet Major-General United States Army.

Hon. 8. W. DoRsgy,
O hairman Senate Committee on the District % Columbia,
ashington, D. O.

and a and

ent servant,

The VICE:PRESIDENT. This communication will be referred to
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and printed.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
Mr. MORRILL. I am instruncted by the Committee on Finance, to
whom was referred the bill (8. No. 1584) for the relief of James L.
Williams, to g;ort. it back. It was evidently referred to that com-

mittee by mistake. I move its reference to the Committee on Private
Land Claims.
The motion was to.
 Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam instructed by the Committee on the Judi-

ciary, to which was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 201) pro-

TAbiS 7 Qtsloyal Eosaten e Teomeiy Iagared st dettoret I O
[ of dislo or P ¥y injured or in
late war of the rem report it with an amendment, nl’:id tostate
that the committee on a careful investigation think that the joint
resolution as it the House is to inadeq m the objects
that the title indicates, and our effort has been to it complete.
1 shall move to take it up as soon as I conveniently can.

Mr, SARGENT, from the Committee on Naval irs, to whom was
referred the bill (8. No. 1583) for the relief of William H. Everett,
regrrtad adversely thereon, and the bill was postponed indefinitely.

. ANTHONY, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was
;rmformd“the({)ill (8. No. mt:ng t}.lo printin%‘;l]mprmiom fro
its and vignettes, it with an amendment. ;

Mr. KELLOGS: from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was
referred the bill (H. R. No. 830) granting a pension to Elizabeth
Teagarden, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report
thereon ; which was ordered to be printed.

Mr. WITHERS, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was
referred the bill (H. R. No. 529) granting a pension to Daniel Mid-
doungh, reported it withont amendment, and submitted a report
thereon ; which was ordered to be printed.

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill
(H. R. No. 4793) ting a pension to James Mahew, late private in
the Twenty-third Battery of Indiana Volunteers regoﬂad it without
ﬁengmt::iu’ and submitted a report thereon; which was ordered to

rinted.

e also, from the same commiftee, to whom was referred the bill
(H. R. No. 4697) granting a pension to Philip Thoen, reported it with-
out amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was ordered

| to be printed.

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the peti-
tion of James C. Daggett, late private Company E, United States
Signal Service, granting an increase of pension, submitted a report
thereon, accompanied by a bill (8. No. 1705) granting an increase of
pension to James C. Daggett.

The bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered te

be printed. ‘

li)a also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill
(H. R. No. %4) granting a pension to James W. Crowley, submitted
an adverse report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and the

bill was ed indefinitely.
Mr. Wm}ln& Iam atlgiy instructed by the Committes on Pen-

sions to make an adverse upon the petition of Elisha M.
Luckett, praying to be allowed arrears of pension claimed to be due
for services rendered during the Mexican war. This is re ad-
v;mlely_becauae it is provided for by the general law granting arrears
of pension.
VICE-PRESIDENT. The committee will be discharged from
the further consideration of the tion,
Mr. BRUCE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re-
ferred the bill (H. R. No. 475) granting a pension to William Black,
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late a private in Company K, First Indiana Heavy Artillery, asked to
be disc from its further consideration; wHoh was agreed to.
He from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill
(8. No, 1602) ting a pension to Louisa Bainbridge Hoff, asked to
be di from its further consideration ; which was to.
He also, from the same committee, to whom was ref the peti-
tion of Patrick Bolton, praying to be restored to the pension-roll,
asked to be discharged from its further consideration; which was

agreed to.
BILLS INTRODUCED,

Mr. WHYTE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8. No. 1706) authorizing the retirement of Colonel
William H. French, Fourth Artillery, brevet brigadier-general United
States Army, late major-general volunteers, with the rank and pa;
ofa hﬂgadler—genaml ; which was read twice by its title, and referre
to the Committee on i{ﬂltn.ry Affairs.

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave fo intro-
duce a bill (8. No. 1707) for the relief of William Talbert; which was
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.

Mr. JONES, of Florida, asked, and by unanimous consent obtained,
leaveto introduce a bill (8. No. 1708) granting the right of way through
the public lands of the United States in the State of Florida to
Tampa, Peace Creek and Saint John's River Railroad Company of
Florida; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Public Lands.

Mr. BARNUM (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob-
tained, leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 1709) for improving the
Potomac River, the drainage and sewe of Washingtop and George-
town ; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying
pa; referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.

r. VOORHEES asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave
to introduce a bill (8. No. 1710) to replace the name of Laurence A.
Williams, late major Sixth Cavalry, United States Army, npon the
rolls of the Army : which was read twice by its title, and referred to
the Committee on Military irs.

Mr. FERRY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8. No. 1711) to reo: ize and d.iaaiglli.ne the militia
of the United States; which was twice by its title, and referred
to the Committee on Mili i :

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (I% No. 1712i‘msking an appropriation for the im-
provement of the Fourche la Feve River, Ar] ; which was read
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce.

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro-
duce a bill o}& No. 1713) to establish an additional land district in the
Territory of New Mexico ; which was read twice by its title, and re-
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. :

Mr. BOOTH asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill f(B. 0. 1714) for the relief of the State University of
California, and for other purposes; which was read twice by its title,
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. ]

He also (by mqnest‘ﬂaaked, and by unanimous consent obtained,
leave to introduce & bill (8. No. 1715) providing for the ascertainment
of and compensation for patented inventions used in the Springfield
breech-loading system by the United States; which was read twice
by its title, and referred to the Commitiee on Patents.

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8. No. 1716 gmﬂﬁnﬁa pension to David L. Payne;
which was read twice by its title, and referred fo the Committee on
Pensi ; i

enm.‘)]?.Ill!'l.'l‘{lll.'.E:LL and by unanimous consent obtained, leave
to introduce a gill (8. No. 1717) for the relief of the legal representa-
tivesof

,late of Oregon, deceased ; which was read twice
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave
to introduce a bill (8. Noﬁ_l'?le t:]i{ pfl:;vide for the emﬂ?tion o(‘{ 3 nlig-l
lic building at Brooklyn, New York, foruse asa office an
States court and for ths accommodation of United States internal-
revenue officials, and for other Government purposes ; which was read
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings
and Grounds.

PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS.

A from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L.
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had on
the 25th instant gggrowd and signed the following acts: _

An act (8. No. 893) to anthorize the Secretary of the to
examine the evidence of payments made by the Btate of Missouri since
April 17, 1866, to the officers and privates of the militia forces of said
State for military services ac y performed in the ion of
the rebellion, in full concert and co-operation with the authorities of
the United States and subject to their orders, and to make report

thereof to Congress; and .
An act (8. No. 1299) for the protection of en and to prevent
deception in the sales of butter and cheese in the ct of Columbia.

AMENDMENTS TO BILLS.
Mr, FERRY submitted an amendment intended to be by
him to the bill (H. R. No. 6143) ing an mpmﬁon or the perv-
ice of the Post-Office Department for the year ending June 30,

1880; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and
ordered to be printed.

Mr. RO 8 submitted an amendment intended to be
by him fo the bill (8. No. 1342) concerning street rai in the
District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on the
Distriet of Columbia, and ordered to be printed.

He also submitted an amendment intended to be pro; by him
to the bill (8, No. 1343) relating to the taxation of street railroads in
the Distriet of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. -

He also submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill (8. No. 1479) relating to assessments for ial improve-
ments in the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be ted.

Mr. BECGK, Mr. BUTLER, Mr. C Mr. DORSEY, Mr.
JOHNSTON, Mr. MITCHELL, Mr. PLUMB, and Mr. WITHERS sub-
mitted amendments intended to be proposed by them respectively to
the bill (H. R. No. 5218) to establish post-routes herein named ; which
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.

Mr. HARRIS (by request) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to the bill (8. No. 1412) to provide for improving the
navigation of the Mississippi River and for the reclamation of the
lowlands of the States bordering thereon ; which was referred to the
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed.

PRINTING OF TESTIMONY.

Mr. GARLAND submitted the following resolution ; which was con-
sidered by unanimons consent, and agreed to:

Resolved, That the testimony taken and to be taken by the select committee ap-

pointed under the resolution of the Senate of December 17, 1878, to inquire ini
the subject of alleged frauds in the recent elections, be printed.

NATIONAL OBSERVATORY.

Mr. SARGENT submitted the following resolution ; which was con-
sidered by unanimous consent, and to.

Resolved, That so much of the of the Secre of the'N'nvynzg!imto
the subject of a new site and buil for the Naval O tory, and report
of the commission thereon, be refi to the Committee on Naval Affairs,

Mr. PADDOCK. I movethat the joint resolation (8. R. No.16) au-
thorizing the appointment of a commission of scientists to investigate
and report upon the establishment and location of an additional na-
tional obaervat.ori be taken from the table and referred to the Com-
mittes on Naval Affairs in connection with the resolution just sub-
mitted by the Senator from California, [Mr. SARGENT.]

The motion was to.

g POST-ROUTE IN MAINE.

Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following resolution; which was con-
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to:

Regolved, That the Committes on Post-Offices and Post-Roads be directed to in-
En@m iint].; ttltll: sxpedxo?:c of establishing a post-route from East-Booth Bay to South

REVIEED STATUTES.

Mr. CONKLING submitted the following resolution ; which was con-
sidered by unanimous consent, and to:

Resolved, That the Committee on Rewision of Laws be instructed to inquire into
the e;pedlency of making provision for publishing & revision of the statutes of the
United States adopted since the date of the existing revision.

MILITARY POST AT EL PASO,

Mr. MAXEY. I ask unanimous consent to take up and put on its
passage the bill (8. No. 1662) making an appropriation for the pur-
chase of a site, and for the erection thereon of a military post, at E1
Paso, Texas. All the military authorities urge its , and the
bill is reported unanimously by the Committee on Military Affairs,
It will take no time.

There being no objection, the Senate, asin Committee of the Whole,
proceeded to consider the bill. Tt a propriates $40,000 for the pur-
chase of the necessary grounds and the erection thereon of a military

t, at El fP%a?o, Texas, to be expended under the direction of the
&Bﬂuy o

ar,
Mr. MAXEY. The bill is reported ?on the recommendation of all
the military officers and upon pggm: an ifications, and, as I stated,
it is the unanimous report of the C: ttee on Military i

The bill was reported to the SBenate without amendment, ordered
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

ABOLITION OF VOLUNTEER NAVY,

. Mr. SARGENT. I ask the Senate to consider the bill (H. R. No.
5180) to abolish the volunteer navy of the United States.

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole,
proceeded to consider the bill.

The bill was reported from the Committes on Naval Affairs with
an amendment, to strike out all after the enacting clause and to in-
sert in lien thereof the following:

That it shall be the duty of the SBecretary of the Navy to organize a board of
five line officers m}:avtg'.meutwhmshﬂlhbd?;mmofm.

of
it shall be to an Mmmaﬂmmwig
which examination shall be as

the volun navy of the United

mﬂwﬂﬁﬂm&mﬂa&o{;ﬁ {gznrgnﬂm of five medical officers
i) Ve

of the Navy, none of whi Jﬁmmmammam
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‘whose duty it shall betu make an u&::du;n:ﬂunp.t&;g tesnmﬁng:::dt.hm:
acting passed assistant eurgeons now service, desire to presen
ﬂmme}. which examination shall be such as is required in the examination of
modlu]v:ﬁai'cminrm“m{amsmgms;mdmﬂimwmmd
board shall find that such officers are professionally, morally, and physically quali-
fled to perform the duties of their tion, and shall so to the of

the Navy, it shall and may be lawful for the President of United Btates to ap-
mmnzghnmﬂmmumgmmm Navy of the United States.
et plkyeioally qualifed o Qistharge the disties of their pasiavn, then seil off-
R e
from the o ar ! or one '8 , a8 the -
d etermine: Provided, That in the eventof di:sqnp:l{ﬂuﬁon which

lent ma;
oocurre&inthelimaf duty such officer may, n the recommendation of a retir-
ing board, mmhupon&a retived ].lst..v’rit%pfbopay of officers of like designa-
tion in the regular Navy. 5
Snsc.zelhﬂﬁnma:ydafmmammg\}nf&smm&mmufhzh%?dagy
shall not acting assistant s or service, as authori ¥
Sootion 1IE, Hevised Hiatnios, exooms in caaoaf war

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. President, the passage of this bill will be a

great reform in the Navy. ¥ will save a very considerable amount
of money each year, and will dispense with officers for whom there
is no necessity whatever, but for whose disc there is claimed to
be no law. They were appointed under legislation by which Con-

i intended that they should be employed on temporary duty;
Egt they have been kept on from year to year until it has become
a habit to them. Théy are all, with one exception, medical
officers, many of them on waiting orders, and all of them snperfluons,
as reported by the Secpetary of the Navy. The bill provides that
theseofﬁoersa{a!l be examined, if they desire it, and that those who
have the professional, moral, and physical qualifications may be re-
ceived info the Navy of the United States, the others to be discharged
after six months’ or one year's pay. 1tis a House bill, and the sub-
stitute which the committee propose makes this difference: by the
House bill it is provided that there shall be a board of officers con-
vened. As they are all with one exception medical officers we pro-
vide that there shall be a board of ical officers convened in order
that it may be strictly ascertained that those who are received into
the Navy of the United States have the professional qualifications
n , and this could only be ascertained by such a beard.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment re-
ported by the Committee on Naval Affairs.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended,and the amend-
ment was concurred in. :

It was ordered that the amendment be engrossed and the bill read
a third time,

The bill was read the third time, and passed.

PROVIDENCE CUSTOM-IIOUSE LOT. :

Mr. BURNSIDE. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of the bill (8. No. 1624) to authorize the Secretary of the Treas-
ury to purchase land adjacent to the custom-house in the city of Prov-
idence, Rhodse Island.

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the
Whole, to consider the bill. It authorizes the
of the to purchase, by contract or condemnation, all
part of the block of land, not already owned by the United States,
‘bounded by SBouth Main street, Crawford street, South Water street,
and Custom avenue, if in his judgment the necessities of the public
service ;egot:{:e, and for this purpose a sum not to exceed $125,000 is
2ppropria

e bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.
SENATOR FROM MISSOURIL.

Mr. COCKRELL. The credentials of my colleague having been
presented to the Senate I ask that he be now sworn in.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator-elect will advance to the
Chair for that
i Mr. Smu}% a&moed to the m-qu desk, escorted by Mr.

OCKRELL, and the oaths presecri w having been administered
to him, he took his seat in the Senate. -

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED,

On motion of Mr, DAWES, it was

Ordav&mm;gemmﬂleinthomﬂm of the Semate in
the case of Laban, H & Co. be taken therefrom and to the Committee
CATHARINE AND SOPHIA GERMAIN.

Mr. PLUMB. I ask the Senate to proceed to the consideration of
House bill No. 2153. -

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, I feel constrained to call for the
regular order. y

e VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Rhode Island callin
for the regular order, the Chair must observe it, and the Senate wi
proceed with the Calendar of orders, commencing at the
point left off at the last call. The Chair will recognize the Senator
from Kansas on the ﬁn&%pportnnity.

The bill (H. R. No. 1679) for the relief of Catharine and Sophia
Germain was considered asin Committee of the Whole. Itdirectsthe
Becretary of the Interior to reserve from that portion of annnities
due, ort.qb:!cum;;i:.o, to Cheyenne m‘so for Catharine Ger-
ears, £2,500 thirteen
;“m'earn,?:gwﬁte iren, who were captured in Kxnaaa%g;ghe Chey-

enne Indianhs while er route from Georgia to Colorado, and cause the
same to be to their credit on the books of tha‘i‘muuryofthe
United States, to bear interest at the rate of 5 cent. per an-
num, and use from time to time the income from the same in such
manner as he may deem ent for their maintenance, education,
and support u.utli‘f’hhey attain the age of twenty-one years, when the
principal and all un ded interest shall be paid to them.

The bill was repo: from the Committee on Indian Affairs with
an amendment, in line 18, after the words “ provided, that if,” to
insert ** before attaining the age of twenty-one years;” so as to make
the proviso read: =

Provided, That if, before attaining the :Fa of twenty-one years, either said Cath-
arine Germain or Sophia Germain should die without issue, the whole sum due
the decedent shall revert to the survivor; and should both die without issue, the
whole sum shall revert to the United States ; but if either said Catharine Germain
or Sophia Gﬁmn.mhg both, have Jawful issue, then, at the death of either t,
the amount due to in her own right, or which she may have inheri shall

e the of her own issue.

The amendment was to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend-
ment was concurred in.

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be
read a third time. :

The bill was read the third time, and passed.

WARREN MITCHELL,

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, when the Senate passed from the
consideration of the Calendar on Friday last Senate bill No. 855, for
the relief of Warren Mitchell, was under consideration. I suppose
by the su uent order of the Senate poning all previous orders
for the consideration of another matter on Friday that bill has lost
its place as the unfinished business.

d:: VICE-PRESIDENT. It resumed its original placé on the Cal-
endar. S :

Mr. HARRIS. I hope the Senate will consent, inasmuch as it is so
far in the consideration of this bill, to go on with its consideration

w to a final conclusion. It certainly cannot take much time now to

finally dispose of it, and whatever may be the judgment of the Senate
I should be very glad to have that juigment. pronounced. -

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposition in that form will re-
mire unanimous consent. Unanimous consent is asked that the

nate now proceed to the consideration of the bill for the relief of
Warren Mitchell.

Mr. ANTHONY. I cannot consent to have that bill taken up now,.
because it will occupy the whole of the time that shonld be devoted
to the Calendar. -

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is made. The Secretary will
proceed with the call of the dar.

y CAMP DOUGLAS MILITARY RESERVATION.

The bill (8. No. 740) to anthorize the Secretary of War to relin-
uish aﬁﬂ. tnlr:; ovg.f_- to the Interi;:r De;pa.rtmth e%t certain ¥am of the
am uglas military reservation, in the Terri of U was

mnu?mood %o be the next on the Calendar, aid :

The bill was read.

Mr. MORRILL. Let the report be read. i :

The Secretary proceeded to read the report submitted by Mr,

Srsxm}lfmm the Committee on Military Affairs, on the of

March, 1578, bat before concluding he was interrupted by

Mr. PLUMB. I move that the fgrf.h.er reading of the report, being
with, '

merely the exhibit attached to itilbe i

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection ? :

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator who reported this billdoes not appear
to be present to make any explanation. Itappears instead of a gen-
eral bill to be a bill for the relief or for the benefit atleast of a private
i::ttliv‘idﬁlmlf V{go ;::afmalmﬁ}; thmnﬁh l:;espm enjoyed a ver{[large
amount of bene m use o ds belonging to the Uni
States. Ithink thatthisinvolvesso e
of further investi
its

ti rtainly of mm?:::ﬁo itIis;mrthy

ion, certainly of some ' j

b C aﬁ, ¥ exp. n. « I object to

VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill goes over under objection.
WARREN MITCHELL.

Mr. McCREERY. Mr. President, as the most obvious means of ob-
taining fair mthisbmlv,lshnumovethstthaﬁanmmpone
the present and all pending orders and proceed to the tion
of Benate bill No. The bill had been regularly reached on the
Calendar ; it was regularly under consideration when a motion was

made to it, and an old conference which had
about subsi ymo:gig it§1atnm.lmif;v-«:'yl'mt.iveiam.zhiﬂb:'f::iSti
came up ; and if bill is permitted to pass over at this time
will not be attended to at the present session, I fear. I desireavote
upon it. I move the ment of the present and all
prior orders, to be followed by a motion to take up that bill.

The VICE-PRESIDENT The Senator from Kentucky moves to

postpone the further consideration of the pen order and of all
prior orders, and d to the consideration of the bill for the relief
of Warren Mitche.

The question being put, a division was call for; and there were 23

ayes.
Mr. MCMILLAN. I ask for the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
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Mr. MCMILLAN. The Senator from Kentucky suggested that the
measure at the time this bill was taken upon a ous day
in the Senate contained about enough of subsidy in it to be attractive
to this body. I do not remember af this time what that measure
was ; but it seems to me that this claim of Mr. Mitchell has not any

t precedence over any other subject fhat has been before the
senate at this session. Its merits are certainly not so vbvions as to
give lt}frominenoe in the meritorions business of the Senate.

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I voted on the previous occasion to take
?{p this bill, and I shall vote for the motion made by the Senator from

entucky now to postpone all other orders and take np this bill and
dispose of it. I do not know what may be the resnlt of this motion.
I deem it therefore proper to say that I do not wish it understood
that by voting to take up the bill I am to be understood as intending
to vote for thif of the bill. There is perhaps no man in this
Senate, on either m:g of this House, whose convictions are more
firmly fixed upon prineiple to vote against what are known as war
claims than myself. I shall vote against them. It will not even need
a constitutional amendment to e me vote against them. I shall
vote against them because I think they ought not to be paid, and I
shall give my reasons for it if the question shall ever come before the
Senate in proper form on the an:Ee of this or any other bill of like
character. At the same time I think it due to this case, and due to the
gentleman, that we should take up his bill and dis of it. Ifwe
are going to pass his claim, it ought to be passed. we are not go-
ing to pass it, he ought to be notified of it, and, especially, as by a
solemn vote of the Senate taken last week to take up this bill and
dispose of it it was taken um it lost its place by a motion to con-
sider a conference tegort, I think it is nothing but fair that we should
veturn to the bill and dispose of it. Therefore I shall vote to take
up the bill; but I shall not vote for its passage. ,

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. President—

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, I rise to a point of order.

Mr. KERNAN. Allow me a single word.

Mr. ANTHONY. I will make the point of order, Mr. President,
that the resolution under which the Senate is now acting cannot be

ed except by unanimous consent. It is carrying into effect
an order of the te.

Mr. KERNAN. Allow me tosay a word before this point is pressed.
‘This bill was up and pressed the other day, and I then desired that
we should come to a vote uponit. I voted against itsindefinite post-
ponement, because I think we had better dispose of such bills when
they are np and discussed. I say this becanse I have examined the
bill and shall feel constrained to vote against its p , but I am
ready to vote to take it up and dispose of it now and let this man
know whether he can get relief or not.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair does not think the point of
order made by the Senator from Rhode Island is well taken. The
order has no higher priority than a special order. A majority of the
Senate may always control its business. The Chair overrnles the
point of order.

Mr: SAULSBURY. I shall gg)bably vote against the bill when it
is taken up, but the Senator from Kenmckybf;[r. McCREERY] was
on the floor for the p of making some remarks when we ad-
journed the other day. I think he should have an opportunity to
present the merits of the case affecting the interests of one of his con-
stitnents. I hope, therefore, the Senate will consent that the bill be

'.a?au up. L
. H%AR. I rise simply to a parliamentary inquiry. The ruhng
just intimated by the Chair is®xceedingly important, and it shoul
{)a understood by the Senate for the government of their future ac-
tion. I understood that the ruling last session was that the Anthony
rule, so called, required unanimous consent to postpone the business
which it cover:d?%uring the morning hour, and that, at the present
session there has been a vote extending the operation of that rule
until half past one daily.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair does not understand that to
be the import of the resolution, which will be read for information.

Mr. HO. I do not rise for the sake of controverting the ruling
of the Chair, but that it may be perfeotly understood by the Senate.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair so understands. The rule
under which the Senate is acting will be read.

The Secretary read the following resolution adopted by the Senate
on the 20th instant :

Resolved, That at the conclusion of the morning business each day after this
the Semate will p d to the ideration of the Calendar, and continne
consideration until half past one o'clock; and bills that are not objected to shall
be taken up in their order, and each Senator shall be entitled to once, and
for five minutes only, unless upon moti Senate shall at any o otherwise
order; aad the objection may be interposed at any stage of the proceedings.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair does not understand this
ceeding to be within the morning hour or to have any higher t
than a special order of the Senate which can be postponed by a ma-

rity of the Senate at all times.

Mr. MORGAN. I was a member of the committee that reported
S5 Shats sy poaitin A€ all and 756 T Sea) ‘st 1) 0's sorcrieny due
to ¢l m ion a an it is a co ue
to the Benatos from Kentncky that T should vote to take it up: '3

have thought it gmlper to state that as a member of the committee I
was against the bill,

bat I shall vote to take it up.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the roll.

Mr. COCKRELL. I desire to state that I did not concur in the
report of the minority in this case, but joined with the majority. I
desire the case considered, but when it comes to a vote on the ques-
tion of passage I shall vote against the passage of the bill which has
been recommended by the minority.

Mr. EDMUNDS, Mr. President, I wish to make a point of order
now that everybody has spoken that wishes to, that debate on the
merits of a E?m]goaition is not in order on a motion to take it nup.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The point is well taken.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope the Chair will enforce the rale.

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MITCHELL, (when hisname was called.) I am paired on this
question with the Senator from Colorado, [Mr. TELLER.] If he were
here, I presnme he would vote against taking up this bill, and I should
vote to take it up and consider it.

The roll-call was concluded.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I understand that the Senator from Kansas [Mr.
PrLume] and the Senator from South Carolina, [ Mr. BuTLER, ] who are
at this moment absent from the Chamber, are paired on this %neation.
Mr. PLuMB would vote * nay,” and Mr. BUTLER would vote “yea.”

Mr. MERRIMON, (who had voted in the afirmative.) Iwish tosay
that if this is deemed by anybody a political question I propose to
withdraw my vote.

Mr. EDMUNDS. 1 did not make that suggestion with any such
reference; but word was sent up from below where these gentlemen
are ocoupied that they were paired upon this question. That is all I
know about it.

Mr. MERRIMON. It is pretty manifest that the Senator from Ver-
mont treats this as a political question. I therefore ask leave to with-
draw my vote.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from North Carolina asks
leave to withdraw his vote, to which the Chair hears no objection.

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I am in the same position with the Sena-
tor from North Carolina in regard to this matter.

The resnlt was announced—yeas 31, nays 18; as follows:

YEAS—31.
Bailey, Eaton, Jones of Florida, t
Bnmr{m Garland, Kearnan, g:rnfl‘:nry
Bayard, Gorden, Lamar, Shielda,
Beck, 3 MecCreery, Voorhees,
Harria, MePherson, Wallace,
Coke, Heroford, Maxey, thn
Davis of West Va., Hill, Morgan, Withers.
Dorsey, Johnstoa, Ransom,
NAYS—18.

Allison, > ; Hoar, Rollina,
Anthony, Dawes, Howe, Saundars,

. Edmnnds, Wadlaigh.
Cameron of Pa., mﬂ
Chaffee, i Oglesby,

ABSENT-—271.

Booth, Davis of Illinois, McDonald, Randolph,
Bruce, Dennis, Matthews, shl‘l.‘;ll,p
Burnside, Eustis, Merrimon, ggou:ger.
Batler, Ingalls, Mitchell, .
Cameron of Wis., Jones of Nevada, Paddock, ';'wpm
Conover, L Kirkwood, Plumb, )

So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of
the Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (8. No. 855) for the
relief of Warren Mitchell.

Mr. McCREERY. Mr. President, because I am a Senator from
Kentucky and because a just demand is presented in favor of a gen-
tleman who resides in that State, it is deemed altogether appropriate
that I should say aometlﬁnq in his Lehalf.

I would have been entirely wﬂlingnthat the discussion should have
been confined to the committee who investigated the matter, and
would have been content to place myself upon the but I know
of nothing which should make me ashamed of the conclusion at which
I have arrived or afraid to assign the reasons which have earried me
to that conclusion.

I have taken small part in the matter of claims since I have been
a member of the Senate. Some of them are just, some of them are
probably exaggerated in amount, and some may be utterly fictitions
and frandulent; but the one now under consideration is not liabls to
a suspicion of ex: ration; it is entirely free from the slightest
taint of fraud. The balance sheets of the Treasury assign the fixed
and definite sum, amd the history of the transaction from beginning
to end is well understood. The cotton was seized by military order
and after deducting all ¢ was sold for §123,69222. Bince it is
conceded on all sides that the Government makes no pretense of right
or title te this fund, we are led to inquire what steps have been taken
to aseertain the ownership in order that possession might be restored.
No ome can say that the amounnt is too insigni t to justify such
an inquiry, and few will assert that the Government can afford to keep
the money unless after the most diligent search, it fails to find the
owner. It is not thusindifferent in collecting its own revenues; but
throngh its army of a.gut::ta, attorneys, spies, and detectives, it strikes
for the last cent. If Government would inspire all men with an
ambition and a determination to their honest debts, let it set an
example of inflexible fidelity in discharging its own obligations. We
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believe that the true owner of the cotton claim is now before the Sen-
ate.

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Kentucky allow me to ask him a
question for own information ?

Mr. McCREERY. I will answer your question when I get through
if it will snit you as well.

Mr. HOAR. Itison isely the point the Senator isnow making,
and I thought it would?:ﬁmbla to him.

Mr. Mc ERY. I should prefer to proceed and auswer the ques-
tion when I get through. I am goingsimply to present my views and
present them very briefly, as I have made no thorongh investigation
into the matter. The committee who have investigated the subject
can answer questions as to matters of fact better than I ean.

Warren )?ibchell is a native of Kentueky. He has been too well
established in the confidence of the people to render frequent changes
of residence necessary, and his labors and his business operations
have been confined to the neighborhood and the city of Lonisville.
By your deeision you may entail poverty upon him in his old age ; but
there is one thin;ilof which you cannot deprive him, and that is the

report which will follow a long life of incorguptible mtﬁnty

he leaves no other inheritance to his family, they can cherish the

memory of & character which neither prosperity nor adversity could

shake from the solid foundation on which it stood. Louisville and

Cincinnati have borne the amplest testimony to his standing, and
from a State as remote as Colorado comes a sworn indorsement.

What, then, was the Enrpose of Warren Mitchell in going across
the Federal lines, and how did he go? Did he go forth armed and
equipped and covering his movements under the darkness of the
night? These are important questions, as malice and proven

18 an essential in ient of erime. His creditors lived in a loyal

State and his debtors lived in the confederated States, and before he
could pay his own debts it was necessary that he shounld make collec-
tions. Lg he had waited awhile a bankrupt’s certificate might have
relieved him of all his troubles; but that was not exactly according
to his notions of the pmgerwa of meeting his just obligations. Like
all men at that time who hnni‘ respect for the aunthority of the Gov-
ernment, he went straightway to the military headquarters, and he
did not go alone. Virgil McKnight went with him, and his presence
was a guarantee that there was neither trickery nor deception in the
transaction. Virgil McKnight has gone to his grave, but no man in
that good old State had more reputation as a man of integrity and no
man was more attached to the l})nion of these States. 1pon their rep-
resentations General Anderson granted the permit, and Mitchell pro-
ceeded upon his perilous mission. His success may have surp: his
expectations ; at least it furnished the committee occasion to doubt
his loyalty, as his cotton was sold for more than the entire amounnt
of hisclaims, The committee overlooked the important fact that cot-
ton was higher outside than it was inside the confederated States,
and that some of this cotton had been purchased before the article
had reached its highest price.

To cast additional suspicion uﬁon his loyalty two lines are quoted
from a long letter from Judge Ballard, very favorable in other re-
spects, in which he says:

1 do not know what were Mr. Mitchell's views of the rebellion. If he sym-
pathized with it, and I have heard and believs he did, I regret it.

The high position and the high character of Judge Ballard cannot
raise this statement above the dignity of hearsay evidence, and it
falls to the ground when confronted by the sworn testimony of John
B. Lewis, of Denver, Colorado, who saw Mitchell before the rebellion
and during the rebellion, and at Lounisville and at Nashville heard
him expresshis violent opposition to secession.

No man had more reason to dread conflict than he had. He was
not & soldier and had no taste for martial exercises. Diligently en-
gaged in his commercial pursnits, meditating no wrong to others,
relying on the law for protection and security, he was suddenly
awakened by the cannonading at Sumter to an awful realization of

the dangers which threatened destruction to himself and perhaps to |

bis conntry.

He now sees his claim suspended between a ch of loyalty made
by the Supreme Court of the United States and an insinuation of dis-
loyalg in the SBenate of the United States. The committee conclude
that the d.udg:ltg of the claimant is placed beyond question or doubt
bghe fact that he was engaged for a short time in pork-packing at
Clarksville, Tennessee. It is no part of my pu:m to evade the force
of established facts, and candor compels the ssion that under a
sort of moral duress he did superintend that business for a term

a {:rouhmg six weeks.

h am nof much of a believer in what are called special providences
or the m ious interposition of divine cies in the affairs of
men. If I were I might find a wonderful illustration in the locality
and capacity of the pork-house at Clarksville. The campaign up the
Cumberland was a flank movement, rendered successful by constant
toil in the mnoe of constant danger. After the victory at Donel-
son tlie ve of onr Army were greatly fatigned and some of them
were hungry. Who will describe their satisfaction when the well-
stored < at Clarksville disclosed its bountiful supplies? The
odor of boiled meat, broiled meat, and fried meat rose from pot, skil-
let, and fry‘iig;pan, and toil and danger were forgotten amid the
pleasures of feast.

‘Warren Mitchell was opposed to the rebellion from the beginning

.

of the war to the end, and at the age of three score years and ten it
looks like Endtng oppression to keep his money send him forth
as poor as Lazarus simply because he placed a little fresh %:rkinn.
?ltion where it was certain to be taken and consumed by the Army

the Cumberland. .

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment.

! Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the bill be indefinitely postponed.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that
the further consideration of the bill be indefinitely postpoued.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I call for the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the SBecretary proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. PLUMB, (when his name was called.) ©On this question I am
paired with the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. DExNis.] If he were
present, I should vote * yea.”

The roll call was concluded. 5

Mr, MITCHELL. As I stated a moment ago, and have stated sev-
eral times, I am paired with the Senator from Colorado [ Mr. TELLER]
on this question. If he were here he would vote for the indefinite
postponement and 1 should vote against it, in order that the bill
might be considered further.

. DAVIS, of West Virginia, (after having voted in the nega-
tive.) The B,enst.ur from Minnesota [Mr. WiNpDoM] is confined at
home by sickness. I do not know how he would vote on this ques-
tion. I am paired with him, and therefore I withdraw my vote.

Mr. JONES, of Florida, (after having voted in the negativa.i I
have to say that if there is any donbtf about this matter I will ask to
withdraw my vote, as I am paired with the Senator from Michigan
[Mr. CHRISTIANCY ] on all political questions.

Several 8exarTors, This is not political.

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Some seem to think it is.

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It is due that I should make a for-
ther statement that this question was spoken of between the Senator
from Minnesota and myself, and I am differently sitnated from other
Senators, perhaps, where the question was alluded to between them-
selves and those with whom tley are paired.

Mr. MERRIMON. I am strongly inclined to vote against the bill;
but as I am paired on political questions, and this seems to be re-
garded as a political question, I will observe my pair.

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I will do the same, then, Mr. President;
I withdraw my vote.

The VICE‘I;RES]])ENT. The vote will be withdrawn.

The resnlt was announced—yeas 21, nays 24 ; as follows:

YEAS-21.

Allison, Davis of IN., MeMillan, Saunders,
Anthony, Dawes, Mo y Sharon, |
Cameron of Pa.,, Edmunds, Mom Wadleigh.
G Ferry, by,
Coc Hoar, 3 3
Conkling, Howe, Sargent,
: NAYE-24,
Bailey, Dorsey, Hereford, Ransom,
Bamum, Eaton, Hill, Saunlsbury,
Bayard, Garland, Johnston,
Beck, Gordon, Kerpan, = Voorhees,
Booth, Grover, Lamar, Wh
Coke, . Harris, McCreery, Withers.
ABSENT—31.
Blaine, . Dennis, MeDonald, Plum]
Bruce, Eustis, McPherson, RAnd:ip.h.,
Burnside, Hamlin, Matthews, %pm,
Butler, Ingalls, MaXey, eller,
Cameron of Wis.,, Jones of Florida, Merrimon, Thurman,
| Christiancy, Jones of Nevada, Mitchell, Wallace,
| Conover, Kellogg, Paddock, Windom.
| Davis of W. Va., Kirkwood, Patterson,

So the motion was not agreed to.

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, the Senator from Kentucky who just
now addressed the Senate [Mr. MCCREERY ] promised that he would
answer a g:eation at the couclusion of his remarke Ho left the Sen-
ate Chamber for 4 moment, probably having forgotten the promise,
and I did not have an opportunity to address it to him.

Mr. McCREERY. I will answer it if I can.

Mr, HOAR. I understood the honorable Senator to state as the
foundation of his ent that it was conceded and beyond ques-
tion that the United States had no title whatever to this cotton, and
that the only question therefore was to find the legal owner. I wish
to ask the honorable Senator if he nnderstands that this is a part of
the ¢ quantity of cotton captured at Savannah by General S8her-
man when he took that city, and if I am correct in understanding
him to affirm that the United States acquired no title to any cotton
by that capture, and is bound to restore it or its proceeds to the
owners, when ascertained ?

Mr. McCREERY. I have understood, co far as the cotton is con-
cerned that belonged to rebels, that has to be restored under the de-
cision of the Supreme Court of the United States, and I was arguing
against the distinction against & Union man. That was the point of
my ar, nt. I understand that the Supreme Court has decided
that if this cotton had belonged to a rebel he could have recovered it
from the United States by a suit before the Co Claims.

Mr. HOAR. Then I understand the Senator Kentucky does
affirm that it is the duty of the United States, in his jndgment, to pay
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all the owners of the cotton ca by Sherman at Savannah the
price of the cotton if it was sold and turned into the Treasury.

Mr, McCREERY. Iwould rather that the Senator from Massa-
chusetts wonld understand me to advocate the bill that is before the
Senate. I did not undertake to consider any other bill, and I would

refer to be considered as being in favor of the claim now before the

nate.
Th_oV%CE-PRESIDENT. Shall this bill be engrossed for a third

Mr. . Mr. President, I suppose that we had as well meet here
as anywhere the question made by this bill. I shall vote n.glsinst it.
I a.hnﬁ vote against it because I think it ought not to pass.. Iam not
driven to this course by what is called policy, becanse the gentlemen
on the other side are seeking to make political capital out of this and
like claims. Iam inﬂuanw%l by no such congideration. On the con-
trary, if I were influenced in this case by the precedents which repub-
licans have set us in previous Conireases, 1 should feel constrained to
vote for the p of this bill. I know that by act of Congress the
United States Government have paid some very 1 claims for cotton
seized by General Sherman at Savannah; and if the SBenator from
Massachusetts, [Mr. HoAR,] as is implied by the question he pro-
pounded to the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. MCCREERY,] takes the
position that none of the cotton seized by General Sherman at Savan-
nah ought to be paid for by the Government, then the Senator from

usetts tnE: position against the payment of claims that have
been allowed by the United States Government and by act of Con-

Bat I have not inmtuil%atad to see which way that Senator
voted on the question. It would be entertaining and int.emstgﬁ to
examine and see how he did vote. One claim for cotton seized at
Savannah by General Sherman, amounting to over $500,000, was paid
by the votes of a republican Congress when the House and Senate
were both I believe about two-thirds republican.

Mr. CO ING. What case was that?

Mr. HILL. The case of Lamar. That was a very large claim. It
certainly had very little loyalty behind it to push it through. I sup-

we must conclude that that case was large enough to go throngh
ngress by its own momentum.
- Mr. DA ‘Was not that a judgment of the Court of Claims ?

Mr, HILL. I have no recollection that it was. It may have been
passed upon by the Court of Claims. I do not remember.

Mr. DAWES. I think it was.

Mr. HILL. Certainly there was nothing in that case which made
it better than this and many others either before that court or before
Congress. I do not know how that got through.

Mr. DAWES. 1do not affirm that it was, but I will inquire. I
think it was.

Mr. HILL. I only say to the Senator from Massachusetts that
whether it went through one fribunal or another, I happen to know
it went throngh under republican auspices. I mention this simply to
show that I do not think our friends on the other side should be at
this late day exceedingly virtuouns on this subject of loyal claims, I
have not made the examination. Others profess to have made that
examination, and they say not only this claim but claims amounting
to a hundred million dpllars of like character have been paid by the
republican party during the last ten years. I do not know whether
they have or not; I am not a man to delve in this kind of records;
but certainly we do know that a very large number have been psiri
amountiriﬁlzo very large sums of money. if I should follow prece-
dents in case, the precedents set by gentlemen on the other side,
I should feel it my duty to vote for this bill.

I am willing to concede, too, that this gentleman now asking relief
at the hands of the Senate is not in the character of a great man
others. -He is most evidently an honest man from all the evidence
have. I know him but slightly personally ; but I have a great many
letters from a great many persons in relation to him, and I am satisfied
from all the evidence that he is not only an honest man but that he
is incapable of preferring a claim before this body, or any body, that
he does not beliewe to be just and right. I believe all that the Sen-
ator from Kentucky has said on that subject is correct. So I do not
vote against this claim because I have any suspicion that the gentle-
man who prefers it is any other than an honest, correct man, and
that he sincerely believes his claim ought to be paid.

But, Mr. Preafdent., I vote against |igis bill because, in my judg-
ment, it is what we call {ar excellence a war claim, and'] am against
the payment of all war claims, whether thef‘;be loyal or disloyal, un-

less it be perhaps some few exceptions in favor of religious, educa-
tional, and charitable institutions; and there are very few even of
that character that I will except. Ivote against their payment upon

neiple. Ihave considered this question very carefully, and for a
ong time, and to-day is the first occasion I have expressed publicly
my views upon the subject, because I did not desire to express them
until after careful consideration of the question.

Now, why do I vote against this claim? It is, as I have said, em-
phatically a war claim ; that is, it is a claim for compensation by rea-
son of losses incurred during the war and by act of war. My first
reason for not voting for it is that we cannot pay all of this kind of
claims. They would bankrupt the Govemmnntl. It isimpossible that
the Government should be expected to pay all these claims and claims
standing on as geod footing as this in every respect. If we cannot
pay them all, to undertake to pay some is unjust to the rest; it is an
unjust discrimination ; and why should it be made ?

re

On this subject of loyalty it is a curious spectacle to witness in the
Senate of the United States my excellent friends on the other side
who are anxious to prove that this gentleman was disloyal, and there-
fore vote against this claim, and some gentlemen on this side seem
@ ingly anxious to prove that he was l:;yal and therefore will
vote for his claim. I shall not tronble myself to consider that ques-
tion. The question of loyalty is one that must yet receive its defini-
tion in this country. It hasnever yet receivedit. The word “loyal”
as used by gentlemen on the other side, and the word * loyalty ” at
all, in my djumnt, is not a word nppficabla in a popular govern-
ment. I do e, I confess, to hear it. What do you mean by
“loyal?” Do you mean by *1 " a man who was devoted to the
union of the States under the Constitution? If you thus define it,
there are thonsands, many thousands in the South who are and ever
have been loyal in the highest sense. It was an easy matter for gen-
tlemen living in Maine and New York and Massachusetts during the
terrible ordeal through which we passed to proclaim their devotion
to the Union—a very easy matter. Everybody concurred with them.
It would have required some cor for my friend here, [ Mr. ALLI-
s0x,] in Iowa to hgve said that he was not for the Union. And where
it was such an easy matter to have professed unbounded devotion to
the Unien, I do not think that such profession has much merit in it.
But further down, where the sun was warmer and the feelings were
more heated, it required courage when the test was made for a man
to say he was devoted to the Union. That man is entitled to some
credit, and I do know that there are thonsands and tens of thousands
who under the most trﬁing ordeal to which human co Was eyer
subjected, stood np and proelaimed their fidelity to the Union to the
last moment. Yes, sir, there were thonsands of men throughout the
Southerp States who were fearlessly defending the preservation of the
Union, and resisting the current that was against them, when hun-
dreds and thonsands who for years have been loudly blatant in declar-
ing their devotion to the Union where it was safe to do so, wonld not
have dared to open their mouths on that line. Yet these gentlemen
up here are par excellence loyal, and those gentlemen down there who
fought gainut secession until it became an accomplished fact and
submitted to disnnion as they would submit to the death of a father,
from necessity only, and then in sorrow and sadness of heart, are
denounced as disloyal because they did what they could only do in
their conscience or fact, go with their own people when they were
determined to go and did go—these men are now held up as disloyal,
and Senators in this body are exerting their wits and exhausting their
patience and industry to find some little circumstance that may taint
somebody with disloyalty for the purpose of defeating his rights!
As I say, this question of loyajtgnl:u yet to receive a definition. It
has not yet received a mﬁde ition, and cannot be properly de-
fined until passion subside, and sound reason be fully restored.

I know thousands of men who were ready to give everything to pro-
vent the act of secession, who were devoted in their hearts and lives
to the preservation of the Union of these States; who felt conscien-
tiously bound under the teachings of their life-time and under the cir-
cumstances that surrounded them, compelled as they were necessarily,
compelled conscientiously, not by duress, compelled by houest con-
victions as the result of a policy which they did not approve, to go as
they did go; and, sir, I know that they were just as devoted to the
Union as gentlemen who in a different climate and on more conven-
ient occas counld safely proclaim their loyalty and who are now
denonnecing them as disloyal. It is all wrong, Mr. President.

This gentleman I dare say was a Unionman. I know thousandsof
Union men in the South who were never guilty of an act of infidelity
to the confederacy and who yet never saw the hour northe moment
that they would not have terminated the war on the basis of honest
reunion. They were ready at all times to do it and their sentiments
were not concealed, yet they went with their section. Shall we say
that this is disloyalty, and that they only were loyal who desired
that one section should become the conqueror of another section of a
common country ! Is that what you mean by loyalty? If you mean
by loyalty devotion to the Union, desire to preserve the Union, desire
even that the result of the conflict on terms honorable to both should
be the preservation of the Union—if that is the meaning of loyalty,
there are thousands and millions in the South who were al and
always were loyal. But if you mean by loyalty a desire that one
section of a common counfry should become the conqueror of another
section, it will be a fatality for this country if an?bculy is loyal. I
am not ashamed to stand up here and say that I believed the greatest
possible calamity that could happen to this country was for one sec-
tion to become the conqueror of another section of a common coun-
try; and yet the sun has never shone for an hour when in my heart
of hearts the highest political ambition I ever had was not to see the
Amierican Union under the Constitution preserved, perpetuated, and
obeyed forever. And yet, sir, there never was an hour when I wounld
not have laid down my life and my all rather than have seen-one
section of a common country bgecome the conqueror of another section
of that same common country, and I believe that the wise men of this
country will yet wake up to the fact that the greatest misfortune
that has ever llen us among our many misfortunes is the fact that
a successful party to a sectienal war obtained immediate and un-
checked control of the whole Government over both sections,

8o this talk about lo{alty and disloyalty has no weight whatever
with me in this case. I vote against this bill from higher and differ-
ent considerations altogether. I say that if the evidences of loyalty
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in this case are to be accepted as satisfactory, and if that definition
of loyalty which I believe is the only proper one is to obtain, then
there are thousands of men who have been wronged, reduced to pov-
erty, utter poverty, in the South, who, *“in times that tried men's
souls,” gave higher evidence of devotion to the Union than has been

iven by equal thousands who are so ready to denounce them as rebels.
ﬂ is very well for gentlemen who have never been put to the test, it
is very well for gentlemen who have never had their courage tried,
very well for gentlemen who have never been where it required cour-
age to defend the right as they believed it, very well for gentlemen
who could get up in the North and say they were for the Union and
receive the nndivided plaudits of every listener, very well for gentle-
men of that sort to wlﬁ about their devotion to the Union and their
loyalty, but I tell them their devotion and loyalty has never been
tested.

Sir, I have seen men since I have been in the American CD%FTBE
who have been, on all occasions, parading their devotion to the Union
and nsing every occasion to denounce southern men as disloyal, who,
in my heart I believe, if they had lived in the South, would have
rivaled William L. Yancey in their devotion to secession. They have
the same temperament, the same disposition, the same character of
mind, and they wonld go on whichever side was popular, whether in
the North or in the South, perhaps honestly so. e gentleman to
whom I have alluded was honest in his convictions. A gentleman of
naturally extreme temperament and extreme ways of thinking will
take an extreme position in one climate or the other. The people of
this country onght to wake up to the conviction that the late war was
an honest war; it was a war based upon honest differences. The
people of the South had been taught fo believe in what was called
the sovereignty of the States, but the first people who talked about
secession were the people of New England. The North believed one
way, the South believed the other. The North was c:ﬁpowd to slavery,
the Sonth was in favor of it; but yet the South did not bring the
slaves to this country. It was an houest difference of opinion on the
powersof government and the rights of property, and each man who
was faithfnl to his own side ought to command the respect of every
man on each side and on both sides. I like courage that is exhib-
ited in defense of honest convietions, whether those convictions be
right or wrong. Ido not like that conrage that is londest when it is
safest. Human courage under all circumstances is a thing for human
admiration., We are told in classic verse that the ve 8 look
upon it with favor, and I admit that those gallant men of the North,
democrats and republicans alike, who met and slew the Hotspur of
secession in the «ﬂay of his vaunted power and strength were the
right royal heirs of a truly regal heroism. Butthesemen who,thirteen
years after this Hotspur has been dead, are forever exhibiting their
Falstaffian courage by sticking their tongue-swords in the thighs of
this dead Hotspur for no purpose but to claim underserved rewards
and honors from a deluded people, are not entitled to the respect of
either gods'or men. I do not say that anybody is doing it here, but
this perpetunal talk about loyalty and disloyalty, this perpetual talk
about rebels, is all wrong. It does not come from a imous
spirit. Magnanimity in victory is a higher virtue than co in
battle. Itis of the very essence of Divinity itself. And why can-
not the American people, North and South, wake up to realize the
fact that four million, or eight million if you choose to call them so,
of nlfle in the South honestly differed on questions of political duty
an egiance with a larger number, twenty millions or more, in the
North, and unfortunately went to war on the subject? The war is
over; the Union is restored; it is time that we should leave the pas-
sions of the war where I propose to leave its losses—behind.

But, Mr. President, I have been betrayed into saying a great deal
that I did not intend to say. I merely intended to give my reasons
briefly why I cannot vote for this or any other like bill. I will pro-
ceed to give another reason. To pay some of these bills and not all
of them, is not only unjust in fact but unjust in its effects. Those
who are not paid and are equally deserving have to be taxed in order
to com; those who are paid. Now, there are tens of thonsands
of people in the South who lost everything in the war who were de-
v to the Union as far assentiment could make them devoted, and
who were faithless to the Union onl{ in obedience to circumstances
they eounld not control and a power they conld not resist. They lost
everything, Are you to tax them in order to pay my friend frem
Kentucky? Why, sir, thronghout the South there are thousands upon
thousands of soldiers who went to the war and who lost everything,
lost their a lost their legs, lost their health ; many of them lost
their lives. can never get anything for their losses; they will
never ask anything for their losses. Nobody in this Hall on either
side of it would pretend to pay one of those men or their widows and
orphans for their losses. The maimed southern soldier will never
come here and ask for a pension; his widow and orphans will never
ask for a pension. They accept their losses as the penalty of failure,
as brave men ought. Am I to tax these people, these wounded and
limping soldiers, their destitute widows and orphans in the South, a
g&t many of whom have nothing but their land and many have not

t—am I to tax them for the purpose of paying these claimants
that come here and say they must be paid because they are loyal and
when mythl:{nl friends on the other side will not believe they were
loyal at ? It isnot right.

The fact of the business is that the war which we have had in
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many respects cannof be judged by the rules which have been estab-
lished for o wars. It was a peculiar war, a war of a sectional
character. It was a war between citizens of the same country un-
fortunately divided by sectional lines. You cannot repair the losses
of the war. You could nof do it if you were to undertake to do it, and,
in my judgment, the sooner our people in the South are taught not to
be looking here to Government for the reparation of their losses, the
sooner they are taught that the only means by which they can repair
their losses is to go to work like honest men and do it by frogality
and industry and time, the better it will be for them, the better it
will be for the conntry. The tens of thousands throughout the South
who are best entitled to pay viewed from any stand-point, who are
the most deserving, who made the greatest sacrifices, who are in the
most need, can never get one dollar of compensation, and will never
ask one dollar of compensation ; and I protest inst taxing them to
pay a few others who have the ability to come gam and worry Con-
gress into granting them compensation. Let the losses of the war go,
and if people want to avoid losses by wars in future let them
tanght to avoid having wars at all. That is the best way.

I think, sir, all parties ought to take this position. It is a little
painful to me to see fentlemen of one party seeking to make political
capital out of eases of this kind, and the other side protesting that it is
not right. Why not agres to take one common position, that these
war losses cannot be paid? The Government is not able to Pay them ;
the Government ought not to pay them, in view of their peculiar
character and the cirenmstances of the war, and the sooner the peo-
ple are taught that, the better, and let these constant irritations
about the payment of war losses cease. AsI said, I might make a
few exceptions infavor of religious, educational, or charitable insti-
tutions, but I should make very few of that sort. Whers the prop-
erty destroyed was of such a character as to be of great public im-
portance and great public benefit, not only to one section of the
country, but to all sections of the country, I shounld think it wounld
be legitimate and proper as a public benetit to pay that kind of loss.
There are, I think, perhaps a few cases of that kind, but put them
altogether, so far as my knowledge extends, they would not exceed
half a million of dollars.

Mr. President, perhaps I onght not to take the time of the Senate,
but I will give my idea of the character of these war claims, loyal
and disloyal, by an illustration from real incidents. I will give you,
first; the character of a claim that will not be paid, and it is a type
of many millions. Early in the month of September, 1365, it became
necessary for me, in the discharge of i professional engagement, to
travel one hundred miles in the immediate track of Sherman’s march
throngh Georgia. One day, abont two o’clock in the afternoon, Ihe-
came exceedingly hungry. I said to the youth who was driving the
horse : “ Yon must stop at the first favorable opportunity and let me
get something to eat.” I shall never forget the expression of the
young man. “Ah!”says he, “mister, I don’t reckon you will find
anything you will consider fit to eat in this part of the country; Sher-
man has been alon% here.” * Well,” I said, “but the peo ie in this

art of the country live on something, do they not?” OIE, es, but

don’t hardly know how it is they live ; they seem to live, though.”
“Well,” I said, “I can live one day on what they live on constantly,
I am pretty sum;’and therefore we will stopat the most faverable
chance agpamnt. It was not long before we came to a very -
looking dwelling, two stories high, a dwelling of a character
very well known in the South, containing six rooms, well built, and
indicating in former times a country family well-to-do in the world.
The fencing was all gone. The chimneys were standing on the out-
side, showing that the onthouses had been burned, but there stood the
main dwelling ; and I said to the young man: “ Stop here,and I will
see if I can get something to eat;” and I.went in. 11I was met at the
door by a very excellent looking lady, modest, but evidently refined
and educated, as she turned out to be—a country lady of great hos-
pitality, but with evidence of poverty all around her, and she looked
prematurely old. She said to me when I made known my purpose of
stopping, “ Why, my dear sir, I would be glad to give you anything
that I could, but I have nothing that you will have I suppose, nothin
that I feel inclined to offer you.” *“Anything that you have,” I said,
“yill suit me, because I am exceedingly hungry.” She said, “I can
prepare for you nothing but some potatoes and some eggs, but I have
nothing in which to cook the potatoes except the embers; we are in
the habit of roasting them in the ashes. I have nothing in which to
cook the eggs except the ashes or a broken skillet. Ihave nota whole
pieceof furnituraor a whole kitchen implement on the premises; every-
thing is broken.” She handed me a seat. Saidshe: *I have handed
you the best seat I have, and the back of that is broken as you see.”
* Why is all this?” ¢ Why,” she said, ** Sherman's army passed along
here and did all this.” Well, I told her that I would take the pota-
toes and eggs, and she put them in the ashes accordingly, and while
they were roasting I said to her: * Will gnu please give me an account
of your experience and trials when Sherman’s army passed along
here ™ She said she would. I cannot give it all to the Senate, but
certainly it was one of the most interesting narratives I ever listened
to in my life. 1

The lady was one who had married about eiﬁht years Lefore the
war began. She was well raised and duated at a female college
in Georgia. She and her husband settled that place and built that
house ; they had about one thousand acres of land, thirty slaves, and
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all needed personalty, and were entirely out of debt, and perfect
Twopy. " They had had Chives oliildren horn £ thetn, toe oldest &b i
time of my visit being only twelve years old.

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I desire to ask whether Warren Mitchell
got any of that woman's eggs and potatoes or not. We are trying his
case now, not hers.

Mr. HILL. I will come to Warren Mitchell'scase. I willshow you
how it applies to Warren Mitchell's case, but I shall do it in my own
way.

1t turned out that her husband went into the confederate army and
lost his life in gne of the battleg in Virginia. His remains were brought
home and baried in sight of where we were sitting. Abont a year after
her husband was ki in Virginia in the coniederate army, Sher-
man’s army passed through Georgia, and all her slaves except one,
her cook, ca Aunt Millie, Jeft. This Annt Millie was raised with
this lady, and had nursed her in her infancy and was given to her
by her father ; and she said she would never leave her under any eir-
eumstances, and she remained with her. But to make a long story
short, everything they had was taken. All the stock, all the provis-
ions were taken away. Everythiug that could not be'carried away
was killed or broken or burned, except one cow, two banks of pota-
toes, and one small crib of corn. The cow was saved by Aunt Millie
claiming it as her own, which she did for the purpose of saving it.
The corn-erib was saved in this way : the lady sat in her house with
her three children and saw everything being burned ; seeing the torch
about to be applied to the last corn-crib she summoned courage and
went out with her babe in her arms and her two little children by her
side and said to the officer who seemed to have charge of the sport:
“gir, have you & family at home I” The officer said he had a wife
and two children. * What would youn think,” said she, “if a south-
ern army should pass through your country and take the last mouthful

of b ﬁur wife and children had 1" e officer was o man. He
lifted his hat most g&lln.ntly and then said to his squad, “ Don’t fire
that crib,” and said to the squad in the garden, * Don’t disturb fur-

ther those potatoes,” and that is the way the lady saved the crib of
corn and banks of potatoes. In the mean time tza squad had gone
into the house, p down all the pict defaced the walls, broke
all the farni broke everything she in the shape of kitchen
utensils, and carried off all her silver-ware and cutlery. The last she
saw they were pulling the covering from the grave of her husband,
and supposing they were tioil:lg to take his body off she fainted away.
But Aunt Miﬁia ped them by telling them “ for God’s sake not to
make war on the dead,” and they left. This is a literal fact. That
woman had raised a patch of one acre of potatoes and one small field
of corn, working with her own hands and aided by this good woman
Aunt Millie, and her three little children, and they had lived on that
gcant allowance from the time Sherman’s army passed by until I met
€r.

Now, that woman will never come here to have her losses repaired ;,
she will never come here with a claim before Con and ask for
compensation. And now I will give you another claim. A few weeks
after I took my seat as a member of the other House in the Forty-
fourth Congress I received a card one day by a messenger who said
that a lady desired to see me in mﬂ’s reception room. I went
in. She was exceedingly well d She had velvet and diamonds
and laces all over her, and the first speech she made to me was to ex-
press the great gratification of all Georgians that I had been elected
to Congress, “ for now,” she said, “ all Georgians will get their rights.”
She soon made known the animus of that speech, for in the next sen-
tence she said she had a claim before Congress which she desired me

to mp‘fort, and she knew I would support it because she was a Geor- | i
¥

ia lady, born and raised in Georgi

er claim. “Well, who ar¢g yon? If you were born and rai in
Georgia and had losses in Georgia, why are you here in the condition
Isee you?” ‘Oh,” shesaid, “ when Sherman’s army passed through
Georgia they destroyed my property, but,” she added, * I married one
of the Federal officers [laughter] and came North.”

Mr. HOAR. She took her revenge in that way. ogl;aughter.]

Mr. HILL. Yes, sir. She married a Federal cer. The first
woman I mentioned lost ‘her husband in the confederate , and
therefore is disloyal. The second woman married an officer in the
Union Army and therefore is loyal! Well, her statement was true
because she produced a very complimentary and flattering letter from
General Sherman, Evidently the letter was genuine and not dictated
by a woman. But I will say in justice to General Sherman that I
am satisfied he gave that letter more on account of the woman’s hus-
band, who was a Federal officer, than on account of her elaim. I
assume and believe he did.

But I asked this lady “what is your claim for?” “ Why,” she said,
“ for personal pro destroyed by Sherman’s army.” ¢ How much
is your claim for?” Eiﬁht hnm{md thousand dollars,” she said,
whereupon I became bewildered. Eight hundred thousand dollars
of property of one person destroyed by the war! Yes, she
said, it wag well proven, proven by the very officers and mer who
destroyed 1%, who set fire to it, and she named quite & number of re-

blicans in the House who ghe said had promised to vote for her

ill; but they had told her it was very important for her to get a
democrat, and bestof all a southern democrat, to introduceit. There-
fore she came to me as a democrat and a southern demoerat from her
own State—her dear Georgia—to introduce her bill. She said the

and she knew I wounld support

republicans assured her that if she wounld get a little re-enfercement
from the South and from the democratic mher bill would cer-
tainly become a law. I said to the lady, “ be very difficult to
make me believe that the whole county ever at one time had eight
hundred thousand dollars’ worth of personal property.” Butshe said
“It is all proven, it is all right, and the republicans are ready to vote
for it.” I do not say they were; I can only tell you what the woman
said, and as she is loyal yon ought to accept her as a good witness.
[Laughter.]

Seeing that her entreaties could do no good, she finally said to me
that I had to vote for her Lill; that she had a great many friends
amoug the newspaper men, and she sometimes wrote for the newspa-
pers herself; and, looking at me with all the air of command and of
one having authority, she said “ Mr. HiLL, if you don’t vote for my bill
you will never go tothe Senate.” Therenpon, I made the lady a baw,
gn:iel l;:r a flat refnsal to have anything to do with her or her bill,
and left. v

Those are specimens of the character of what youn call southern
claims. This first claim will never come here ; the second and cases
like it will always be here; and I saw this same claim of £300,000 for
the woman who beeame loyal by marriage and for whom republicans
were ready to vote—I saw the same claim paraded through the north-
ern press in the campaign of 1876 as evidence that if the southern
democrats ever did get here in power and the democratic party had
the majority, they would take everything there was in the ary.
Now, should I vote to tax that woman who fed me on the eggs and
potatoes to pay this woman in velvet, laces, and diamonds ! But this
claim, says my friend from Kentucky, is not Mitchell’s claim. What
is Mitchell’s claim, to come to the honest truth of it? I have notan
unkind feeling for Mr. Mitchell ; I admit heis a good man; but does
not everybody in the SBenate know that it is a speculative elaim? Is
it not & mere speculative claim? The woman I spoke of in Georgia
lost her living, the living of herself and her little children, and she
does not come here to ask youw for a dollar. Here is a tleman, a
Eod E\entla who went by permission of the military aunthorities

to the South during the war and bought a large amount of cotton
by which he hoped to realize a fortune, as you all know. He took
the chances of war in his speculation, and the chances were against
him. Shall we tax that woman who fed me on the eggs and potatoes
and tax the little land that she and her children are working for the
purpose of paying these speculative losses of Mr. Mitchell? Wonld
it be right 7 ould it be just? I will not do it.

All over the Bouth there are hundreds and thousands of people,
limping, weak, poor, impoverished by the war, laboring as best they
can for a bare sustenance, asking Congress for nothing, not lookin
to the Government for com ion for their losses, and here an
there is some man who has lost something, who has lost some prop-
erty, or failed to make what he hoped for in some specunlative vent-
ure, coming here and asking Congress to pay his losses, and that we
shall tax ese poor people to pay his losses. I for one shall not do
it. I am against these bills, therefore, upen prineiple. I do not need

::‘ﬁconnﬁtut.ional amendment to make me vote them. There
be a t many hard cases, I concede. War is nothing but an
ordeal of cases. I donot know anything produced by war except

hard cases. You cannot repair all those cases. Mr, Mitchell has
a hard case, buf his case is not harder than thousands of others who
lost like property or other property, and who were just as 1 as he
was. You cannot re&aair these losses. Let gﬁo forth, therefore, that
we take the position distinetly and emphatically that this talk of pay-
in%oaouthem war claims must end. Teach it to our people and teach
it . 2;1(11 the people, and let all this political excitement on the sub-
ect and.

f Mr. President, I am the humblest man in the demoeratic party.
That party, after eighteen years of absence, I trust and believe,
about to return full-ged topower. I think it will have ion
of every department of this Government. It certainly will f:m it if
we couvince the people North and South that we deserve to have it;
for evidently the peoglee are well satisfied that the republican party
does not deserve to continued in power, and the only question
with the people is whether the democratic party does deserve to be
intrusted wit wer. If I had'control of the party, as I have not,
and shall never have, if my voice were worth anything, there are four
things I would have the democratie party to proclaim to the world in
most convincing terms and adhere to with unflinching fidelity. I
would have the party to say:

1. We will not pay war losses, loyal or disloyal, unless we make p
few exceptions of religious, educational, and cﬁm-itsblo institutions,
and very few of these.

2. We will vote no more of the public money and no more of the
publie credit, and no more of the public lands to build up or enrich
mammoth monopolies in the shape of railroad corporatiens.

3. We will in good faith pay every dollar of the public debt, prin-
cipal and interest, in money of the standard value.

4. We will restore the Constitution to the country and honesty and
economy to its administration, confining the General Government to
its limited, delegated sovereign powers to promote the general wel-
fare, and leaving the States unmolested in the exercise of their re-
served sovereign powers to promote the local welfare of the people.

Do these four things, and, in my judgment, the child is not born who
will witness the termination of democratic administration in this
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country, and the tongue has not been gifted with lan e that can
axprm’the pmsperig tvhich will foil%w to all ounr peopfa in every
section of our country.

Mr. McMILLAN. . President, the Senator from Georgia [Mr.
Hnur] has traweled over a great deal of ground this morning, but I
am unable to see its application to the case now before the Senate.
It seems to me the inquiry of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr, BECK]
was very appropriate. The Senator from Georgia has great difficnlty
in defining what is loyalty to the Government. If seems to me the
Senator must have forgotten some of the early lessons of this coun-
try and some of the teachings of the Hatriots of the country. I can
refer him to adefinition which will tell him what loyalty is; it isone
that is familiar in this conntry, and one which, if the Senator and his
compeers had remembered when they attempted to destroy the Gov-
ernment, would have prevented that attempt :

Our country !
or wrong. "

If the Senator has so much difficulty in defining what is loyalty, if
that is the condition of the members of the party to which he belongs,
it will. be a sad day for this country when the people come to the con-
clusion, as he says they have, that the mpub{ican party should not
be intrusted with the powers of this Government, but that it should
be transferred to the party to which the Benator belongs.

Mr. President, this claim is a claim depending upon its own facts,
and the Senate will not be misled in regard to it. The Senators on the
other side of the Chamber do nof at all agree with the Senator who
has just taken his seat in believing that no war claims should be paid.
There are Senators there who do believe that war claims shonld be
paid, and there are those who believe that this claim should be paid,
war claim or not. This claim must depend upon its own facts, and
whatever may be Mr. Mitchell's character as a citizen, whatever may
be his honesty, his integrity in regard to his ‘ilrivste life and transae-
tions, in his condunet during the war he rendered aid and service to
the confederate government. In doing that he acquired this cotton
which was sei by the general of the Union Army and confiscated
and sold. Mr. Mitehell remained there during the whole war, and not
only purchased and traded there, but, as the Senator from Kentuc
[Mr. McCREERY ] himself says, engaged in supplying that army wi
previsions to maintain the confederate forces.

That is the condition in which he presents himself here claiming to
be a loyal man, and, under the definition of the Senator from Georgi
he says he may be loyal or disloyal. I can come to but one conclusion
from the facts in this case: that is, that he was disloyal during the
war as is shown by all his acts and conduet during that time, what-
ever his professions may be now.

Mr. BI-?CK. Mr. President, I had determined not to say a word on
this subject, because I sugposed other gentlemen would exhaust the
subject, which is in anutshell. IThope at least one other Senator,
[Mr. JoxEs, of Florida,] who was on the committee in the last Con-
gress, will be heard ; but I confess I am amazed at the stnmp speeches
that have been made on this floor about national politics both by the
Senator from Georgia and the Senator from Minnesota, both of whom

.being on the same side and voting against this bill might, I think,
have reserved their opinions on great national politics t:ﬁ they found
some occasion where they differed, instead of a private claim
the occasion of so much ‘Warren Mitchell either hasan equitable
right to this money he asks for or he has not; and, while I know that
there are many so-called loyal war claims that I will oppose as earn-
estly as the Senator from Georgia or anybody else, if any citizen of
any State presents as fair a claim as Warren Mitchell seems to me to
do, I will vote to pay it to him whether he was loyal or disloyal.

The facts in this case are few and simple. Warren Miwhelﬁ a citi-
zen of Kentucky, who whether the Federal authorities had power to

ive him the right to go South or not believed they had, and they

ieved so, went there by authority of the commanding officer at
Louisville, Kentucky, and had in his possession at the close of the
war, in Ba , Georgia, as his private property, a large amount
of cotton, which, together with other cotton, was seized by the au-
thorities of the Wnited States. Out of the proceeds of this cotton—
after paymg all expenses, commissions, and fees to those who acted
as agents of the Treasury, and they tock nearly half of it—al
amount, some $128,000, is now in the United States Treasury, de-
ited there as the proceeds of the cotton of Warren Mitchell, not, as
the Senator from Georgia suggests, money that his poor people have
been taxed to furnish. If recovery is , it is not to be had out of
money levied or collected taxation from the people, but simply a
fund in the Treasury of the United States, the proeceeds of the sale of
property that belonged to Mr. Warren Mitchell, now held in the
Treasury of the United States snbject to the rights of the owner, if
there is any right in any owner, and it is for Congress to determine
whether there is or not. It is admitted on all hands, admitted by
the Senator from Minnesota, that if the property then seized by the
United States authorities had been the property of the Senator from
Georgia, [Mr. H1Ly, ] or the property of Mr. Jeffersen Divis, or of any
other official from brigadier-general up or down in the confederate

‘service, he would have recovered it and wounld have the money in his

pocket to-day, and many of them have recovered it for property
seized at the same time and taken under the same circumstances:
men who were high officials, brigadier and major-generals in the army

*# * * may she always be in the right; but cur country, right

of the confederacy during all the war, have made their demands on
the Treasury and claimed it and had it allowed fo them.

Mr. VOORHEES. And they got it by a vote of both republicans
and democrats. :

Mr. BECK. Yes: and the t it by a vote of the republican and
democratic parties both, n.ng E; decisions of the Supreme Court of
the United States. Now when an honest man who took no part in the
war—to state his case in the worst aspect of it, did nothing except
that he was ingide their lines trying to collect the debts justly due
him, and labored with his hands to make a living in order to kee
from starvation, when there was nothing else to do—comes to dema:
his money, he cannot get it, and great indignation is raised by men
who fought all through the war, as the Senator from Georgia I sup-
pose did ; when he and all the men who fonght with him have received
their money, Mr. Mitehell cannot get his, and they say it is an out-

for him to ask for it. -
r. HILL. Will the Senator from Kentucky allow me?

Mr. BECK. I do not know whether the Senator from Georgia got
any money out of the Treasury.

Mr. HILL. I never asked the Government to pay me anything,
and I do not know anybody in the Sonth in my condition who ever
did ask it.

to read the decisions

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Georgia has onl

| of the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of Padelford,

in the case of Pargoud, in the case of Armstrong, in the case of Klein,
and in dozens of other cases, to find that millions of dollars have been
paid to men in the Sonth under circumstances exactly like those
which snrrounded him whose cotton was taken by the Federal au-
thorities. The decisions of the Supreme Court in 9 Wallace, in 13
Wallace, and 21 Wallace, in 1 Otto, and in dozens of other cases—
indeed, the reports are full of jnst such cases as those to which I
allude, where the money was paid to confederate generals and high
officials for cotton taken just as Mr. Mitchell’s was. Let me read the
reply of the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. MCMILLAN] when the Sen-
ator from Tennessee [ Mr. HArRIs] asked him a question.

. HILL. I do notwant to interrupt the Senator from Kentucky,
but I will state to him that I have not recently looked at the cases
he refers to. My recollection, however, is that in the cases he refers
to the decisions of the Supreme Court were put on the ground that
the claimants were pardoned before their property was seized.

Mr. JONES, of Florida. So was Mr. Mitchell pardoned.

Mr. BECK. Yes, sir; he too has a pardon, which wipes ont his
offenses.

Mr. HILL. Before his cotton wasseized ! Did Mr. Mitchell get an:
amnesty before his cotton was condemned as contraband of war ?

Mr. JONES, of Florida. That could not well be.

Mr. BECK. The decision of the court was that the pardon of any
one pardoned related back in all cases.

Mr. HILL. They did not state it justifiably, but they stated the.
exact fact and put it on that {oeculmr ground.

Mr. BECK. The fact is as I have stated it.

The Senator from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS] put a question to the
Senator from Minnesata [Mr. McMiLraNT] when the bill was before.
the Senate last Thursday. Said Senator HArRIS :

Where is the it ds ¢
Mr, McMILLAS

legal title to that or to P
N. It is not in Warren Mitchell.

Mr. Harris. Will the Senator be kind en to tell me where it is?

Mr. McMrirax. The Government of the United States has seized that property
asa prize of war. Mr. Mitchell not only has no title to it technically, but he has
no title to it under view of the case yon can take,

Mr, 2 Willm&w Senator allow me to ask him a question for my own en-
lighteament 1 x

Mr. McMiuray. Certainly. .

Mr. BootH. Would this cotton have been liable to seizure and confiscation if it
still remained in the hands of Mitehell's vendors 1

Mr. McMILLAN. No, sir; because his vendors were en[guﬁ:l in supporting the
rebellion; they were citizens of the confederacy. That is the difference between
his vendors and himself. They were doing acts which we recognized as being
proper on their part to their own government.

That admits the whole case. Can the equity of an active confed-
erate be greater than that of a private citizen of an adhering State 7

The Senator from Minnesota stands up here and tells us that every
one of those men who fonght in the confedemef was doing aets proper
to their own government, and therefore would under these circum-
stances be entitled to the proceeds of his property, and ought to have
it, as the Snpreme Court eaid they onght, and then he' raises the c
that frand is being perpetrated when a man like Warren Mitchell,
seventy-odd years of age, who spent his fortune in paying the men
he owed in Louisville and Cincinnati, many of whom were loyal and
fought through the war on the Federal side, asks the same rights Mr.
Davis would, as he admits, be entitled to. Itisa horrible outrage,says
the Senator, for him to come and ask it. He was in the possession of
that property. All the decisions of the Supreme Court in the case of
Klein and others show that seizure by the military does not divest
the title of the man from whom it is seized ; it does not work confis-
eation of the property ; but'it is hekd by the United States as a trustee
for the man who is the owner of it. Klein having shown that he waa
the owner, they gave it to him. The Supreme Court said that seiz-
ures only reach to captures on the high seas, to abandoned property,
the property of belligerent enemies used for the purpose of war, and
that the property of a private citizen did not belong to the Govern-
ment by reason of the Government taking it into its possession.
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‘Warren Mitchell had that cotton in his possession. It was taken
#rom him by* a wrong-doer, as the court say. The Government had
no right to take it. Altho its proceeds are in the Treasury, they
are there to his credif. e money never reached the Treasury by
the taxation of a human being. No person ever paid a dollar of taxes
to place that money there. The Goyernment holds it, I repeat, as a
trustee. The United States can only keep it from him by reason of
the trespass committed on him; and no matter what his title is, it is
a better, title than the title of any trespasser. Even if there was
illegality or wrong in the original contract and he had no right to
buy cotton from the people of the South, yet, having bought it and
having it in his possession, that ion gives him a better title
than anybody else who has no title except that acquired by wrongful
seizure, Altiotffh the courts may hold that the contract was illegal,
vet the law will never interfere to take it away from him aed vest
title in a trespasser. To illustrate: I have a copy of the Revised
Statates of the United States in my hand. Iclaim it as mine. Does
the Senator from Minnesota think that he could take that book out
<of my hand and claim it as his and deposit it in a court or in the Treas-
ury or anywhere else and then with any t};}{auaibiﬁt}' argue the ques-
tion that I have not a title to the book, that I got it wrongfully from

Mr. HiLL ? It is none of his business where I gotit. My title is bet-

ter than his; he has no right to inquire into my title, and had no right
to deprive me of my ry title.

Mr. McMILLAN. . President——

Mr. BECK. I ask the Senator to wait nntil [ get throngh with my
illustration and then I will answer any question that is pertinent.
I repeat, I am in possession of the book. I am claiming it as mine.
The Senator from Minnesota takes it, and it is proven that he has no
right to it ; that he had no right to take it. When I ask to have it
restored he has no right even to raise the question of how I got it.
My ion protected me. When Warren Mitchell had that cotfon
the Eﬁ nited States acquired no title by the seizure; and when the
money is in the Treasury, as it is now, subject to the right of the
<owner, the United States has no right to raise the question as to how
he got it or with whom he traded or whether he was loyal or disloyal.
"We had no right, even whilé at war, tgﬁro and take the property, the
beds, th e mon the tables, or the dishes of the people of Bavannah
because the Federal forces captured that city. Here are the terms on
which civilized war is carried on, and every man in the Senate and
all except two in the House voted for the following resolution, when
Mr. Crittenden, of Kentucky, moved it, on the 22d of July, 1861:

Resolved, die., That the present deplorable eivil war has been forced w the
mnmnl;f the disunionists of the Southern States now in revolt against the con-
stitutional government and in arms around the capital ; that in this national emer-
gency Con; banishing all feeling of mere passion or resentment, will recollect
only{ts tlu% to the whole country; that this war is not waged upon our part in
any spirit on, nor for any purpose of conquest'or sul;i;{{ntlm, nor pur-
pose of overthrowing or interfering with the rights or established institutions of
those States: but to defend and maintain the supremacy of the Constitution and
m the Union with all the dignity, equality, and rights ofithe several States

paired ; that as soon as these objects are accomp! the war onght to cease.

That was the spirit in which we professed to be carrying on the
war. Here was a citizen of the United Btates, not a belligerent,
with property belonging to him. The Government took his I:me
-erty. The Supreme Court decided that they had no right to takeit,
but decided that there was no law authorizing him to sue the United
States. If it had been taken from Mr. Davis, or Mr. STEPHENS, or
Mr. HiLL, or any of the gentlemen from the South whom I see around
me now, they counld have sued and recovered it back, as many simi-
larly situated did; and yet this Congress is to be told that when Mr.
Mitchell had been deprived of property rightfully in his possesgsion,
which was wmn%full taken from him, which any confederate conld
have recovered, the United States has a good title to it, and that it
is a fraud and an outrage to say that he ought to come fo the Con-
gress of the United States and ask the representatives of the people
to put him in the sam:dpoeition in which Mr. Davis or Mr. L Or
any, one else of the leading confederates has been placed.

1t is said that in the country from which I and my ancestors came
a celebrated man by the name of ‘ Rob Roy” laid down the law to
ks —_
be That they should take who have thé power,

And they should keep who can.

That is thedaw of the Senator from Minnesota and the Senator from
Georgia, and all those who are maintaining that this money should
be r;ﬁned in the Treasury. You have got it; yon have the power
4o hold it ; it never was yours; it was taken wrongfully, but you are
going to a&;:ly to the payment of taxes what never was derived by
tm%?on m _the people, an honest man's money that could not
have been held by you if he had been en, d in red-handed rebell-
ion, as many of you choose to call it; and not only that, but you rise
and deliver ti of abuse against the reputation of a peaceable eit-
izen admitted to be honest, and to show how patriotic you are hold
up your hands and say, *“ ohno! equity ought to close its doors against
mni a claim as this; no man can deny that the decisions of the Su-
preme Court are in our favor; on all the principles of justice and
-oguity the right is in our favor, and the possession was unquestion-
ably ours; that is all any Ie\gisistor can properly inqunire into.” Mr.
Mitchell was wrongfully deprived of it; the money is held, as it were,
in chancery, to be interpleaded for, and who has a better title? If
you can keep Mitchell’s money, then you eould have taken all the

money, all the beds, all the clothing, and everything that the le
in Savannah had in spite of the lgmolnﬁoneiyhnm read, whig was
passed when the war an, that we were ﬂght.ing only to restore
peweandpropoaedtoﬁg t only with the es in the field.

The Supreme Co! you would give it jurisdiction, would unani-
mously sustain this claim; the facts are with us; the equity of the
case is in favor of Mr. Mitchell, and as he was a citizen of my State
I could not sit by, although I had not intended to say a word, when
I heard such abuse heaped upon him all aronnd and his elaim sneered
at in the way it was, without stating the facts as the record shows
them to be. y

Iam asked aquestion by the Senator from North Carolina, [ Mr, MEg-
RIMON :] what does the Supreme Court say about the case? In 21
Wallace, which I hold in my hand, which the Senator from North Caro-
lina [Mr. M!:rutmox]swill, I hope, look at, the decision is simply that
being a citizen of the State of Kentucky and not a citizen of one of the
Confederate States he conld not sue in that court ; his domicile being
in a loyal State, and the cotton being obtained by him and seized in
another State, and having had business transactions there he had no
standing in conrt. Nof one word is said in that case against the merit
of his claim. On the contrary, the court admits that if he had been
a citizen of a disloyal State, if he had been in fact himself the com-
mander-in-chief of the armies of the confederacy, residing in Georgia,
the Government would have been compelled to him the money.
There is nothing against him in the decision in QPGV;&IM except the
single fact of his residence.

This Con cannot in my judgment afford tostand and resist his
claim on that ground. I know that there are men who want the
Treasury to take everything. There are gentlemen at the other end
of the Capitol and here also I expect who want us to take England’s
money received from the Geneva award and place it in the Treasury,
to take all we can, and bold all we can get. I would rather sink
Warren Mitchell’s money and all the money obtained at Geneva in
the bottom of the ocean than disgrace the United States by holdi
money thus obtained and thus wrongfully held in the Tmssury%%
the United States, when the Government would have paid it out to
any of the confederate generals or to the president of the southern
confederacy and yet holds it because the claimant was a citizen of a
loyal State himself, an honest and a loyal man, and therefore he had
not a status in the courts. It is gnilty of a most disgraceful act if it
does. This Congress would say by the rejection of this claim, “We
will keep the money becanse we have got it, and you have not the
power to take it away from us.”

If it was not Warren Mitchell’s cotton, it was the cotton of the
man from whom he bought it. Suppose he had bought it from Mr.
Hinn. Mr. HiLL eould have gone into the courts and recovered it
all. Buppose he had bought it from Mr. Davis or Mr. STEPHENS, or
any of the high functionaries of the confederacy, they conld have
said that Mr. fiitcht;ll did not vest himself with tge title becanse the
transaction was illegal, and they could have shown that fact and re-
covered it and have the money in their kets now. That would
be just and e%ultabla, I suppose, even if Mr. Mitchell had paid them
for it. But this Congress is asked to say, because it was taken wrong-
fully from a citizen of Kentucky, while it conld not have been taken .
wrongfully from any of those high confederates, you will not give
him a hearing, and will drive him forth in disgrace and poverty be-
cause you can make pretense that he is not a loyal claimant.

I am as much opposed to those so-called loyal claims as anybody
here. I with the Senator from Georgia in that, at least ; but I
am not going to vote for this claim becanse this claimant was loyal
or disloyal; that question is not worthy of consideration. I will vote
for it because it is his, and not ours. There are high officers of the
Federal Government who are now habitually making affidavits as to
the loyalty of men whom they themselves imprisoned for dislo; aitz,
becanse they can now share the profits of their claims; bnt B{itc -
ell's is not a case of that sort. He is here representing himself, and
telling the trnth. Those men in the South owed him. He obtained
the cotton, and it was wrongfully taken from him. He has paid
$150,000 of debts to men in Louisvﬁla and Cincinnati, indeed all over
the country, and he is almost a bankrupt at seventy years of age, and
the Treasury is holding the money that he tried so hard to get to in-
demnify him, and honorable Senators pro to keep it. Yet nothing
is proved aﬁa:inat. him except that, in order to make a living during
the time he had to stay there, as he had to do some sort of work or
starve, he did work that inured perhaps to the benefif of the Confed-
erate States, when there was nothing else in the country that he could
do. That is the whole case. You can vote it down if you desire ; it
will not be a record the men who do so will be proud of.

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, I intimated ore this case was
taken up for consideration that I intended #0 cast my vote against
this bill; T expected to do so silently and without argumentation,
standing npon the facts and upon the doctrine stated in the report of
the majority of the committee. I still adhere to my opinions. I have
not felt myself dislod from those convictions by any remarks that
have fallen from any Senator on this floor either in reference to the
question of justice or of the injustice on the part of the United States,
or in reference to any supposed influence that such a vote may have’
on the status or future prospects of political parties. So far as Mr.
Mitchell personally is concerned I have for him great respect, and I
may add that the people of Alabama have also for him great respect,
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having for a series of years enjoyed commercial intercourse with him,
and having received from him favors of which we are not forgetful.

Isu that no case will ever come before the Senate in which
I ahalF llow the convietions of my own mind with more reluctance
than I shall in this case, for I not only prize the characterof this gen-
tleman, but I sympathize with and: commiserate his misfortunes.
BuLL:ir this is a qnest-itgﬁ that onght to be considered by the Senate
of the United States with reference to principle. It is not a question
whether Mr, Mitchell is seventy years old, and infirm, and poor, but
the question is whether or not we shall commit ourselves to a certain
doetrine which overturns the judicial decisions of the highest tri-
bunal of the United States. Upon all questions that come within the
range of the jurisdiction of that august body, it is a fixed principle,
I may say, with me, to follow its decisions so long as they are con-
sistent at all with common sense and with my views of the Constitu-
tion, and upon all debatable propositions I yield my judgment to that
of the Supreme Court of the United States.

The Government of the United States, after the war had ceased,
made what I cenceive to be a liberal and generous provision of law,
by which persons who felt themselves aggriewed by seizures made
-during the war might come into a court constituted by Congress for

the p of presenting their claims to the consideration of that
iving also a right of appeal to the defeated party, whether
the United States or the plaintiff

in the action, to the Supreme Court
-of the United States, and fixing the right of c.isim:mta to the indem-
nity upon the same basis that the r;ﬁ ts of individuals were before
fixed in litigations between each other. After havirig provided a
-court of that sort, after having provided an appeal from that court
to the Supreme Court of the United States, the question is whether
‘Con ought to fly in the face of a decision of the Supreme Court
of the United States and in a fit of generosity, which may be excited
<cither by political affiliation or by sympathy for the personal misfor-
tunes of any man, undertake to overturn that decision, go counter to
it, and vote an appropriation of money in favor of an individnal who
the Supreme Court has decided is not entitled to any compensation
whatever.

Although when Mr. Mitchell came to Alabama he may have come
for the purpose of collecting debts, in order that out of the proceeds
«of those collections he might pay debts that he owed to northern
creditors, be came really in violation of the laws of the coun It
was fonnd to be necessary in the late war, as it has been found to be
necessary in all wars, that rules of non-intercoutse shounld be estab-
lished either by congressional action or by presidential proclamation,
the President being the chief commander of the Army and Navy,
which shonld prohibit the citizens of the different belligerent locali-
ties from carrying on a commerecial intercourse with each other. Mr.
Mitchell came to the Southern States in violation of these rules of
non-intercourse, and, while thus violating a law of the United States
essential for the prosecution of the war itself, he acquired or sup-
posed that he hndp acquired a title to certain property in the Sontﬁ,
«cotton, which I must say he acquired in part by purchase and in part
by speculation. At all events he acquired that which was considered
in the States that he visited a title as against all other individuals to
this particular cotton. He concentrated it at the port of Savannah,
with a view to its speedy shipment after the war might close to some
port for sale. During the war, while belligerent hostilities were pre-
vailing, while the war wasfla tin the country, General Sherman,
in an attack that he made on the city of Savannah, captured this prop-
-erty along with a great deal of other property in that city. General
Sherman, if the rnles of war that pm\raif:i between civilized coun-
tries had been afterward carried into execution between the United
States and the Confederate States, might have transferred every dol-
lar of the property that he captured in 8avannah to the United States
i , and no man in the South under the public laws of war be-
tween separate and distinet nations could hgve elaimed that he had
-an individual right or any right whatsoever to the cotton thus cap-
tured or its proceeds.

But the Government of the United States afterward made an ex-
~ception in favor of those men whose private property had been taken,
and gave to those men who could prove their title to their private
pmﬁwrty the right to go into the Court of Claims and there assert that
right as against the E((l)vamment, and to pursne that right so as to
reclaim from the Government the amount of money which was the pro-
-ceeds of cotton that might actually have found its way into the Treas-
ury of the United States. This was an act of grace on the part of
the Government. It was an act that the Government of the United
-States were not nunder public law compelled to do; and I'will not be
found on the floor of the Senate flying in the face of a law which I
-consider at once liberal and generous and, I must say also, just.

Mr. Warren Mitchell, availing himself of this law, went into the
courts of the United States; he preferred his claim there, in what
-capacity 7 As the owner of these bales of cotton. He could not have
come as a suitor against the Government of the United States in any
other capacity than that of the owner of these bales of cotton. The
-question that the Government of the United States permitted him to
-argue in its tribunals was not one of naked equity; it was not gne

y of conscience; but it was a question of legal right ; and when

came to the threshold of that court and presented his demand he
had to come with a legr.\l right or else he came with no right at all.

When Warren Mitchell went into the Court of Claims, as I insist

-the claim of Warren Mitchell than that which has been

he went there, for the purfoae of having the question decided by that
tribunal whether he was the owner of this cotton, it was decided ad-
versely to him by a divided court. That case was appealed to the
Supreme Court of the United States, and upon full consideration of
all the evidence that he was able fo produce in affirmance of his title,
it was decided that he was not the owner of this cotton. Now, then,
we can ask for no higher adjudication, no more solemn judgment on
pronounced
by the Supreme Court of the United States which excludes him from
the ownership of this cotton because of his having violated the laws
of the United States in obtaining possession of it in the Confederate
States. The proposition is that whereas he was a citizen of the State
of Kentucky, domiciled therein, and had noright to go into the enemy
country for the purpose of traffic with the citizens of that country
without the permission of a certain authority of the Government, he

had not obtained that authority, he went cont to law, and in every
act that he ormed while in the State of Ala he violated the
laws of the United States.

Now, sir, it makes no difference how strongly my sympathies might
move me in the direction of recompensing the losses he may have met,
I cannot find that it is my duty as a Senator, or indeed my right as a
Senator, to give him out of the Treasury of the United States money
arising from the proceeds of the sale of property which did not belon
to him. The question is asked here “to whom did it belong "
you will consult the act of Congress in reference to captured and
abandoned property, you will see at once to whom it belon be-
cause the Government of the United States took jurisdiction of the
disposal of all property left in the precise condition that this was
and converted it into img;arty, the proceeds of which shonld be paid
sl Ty o (e AL e i e ey G

t there, it ere legitim or ublic and it
is notggor us now to discuss whether Wgrmn Mit?:hell n:lljight. have from
conseientious or moral duress obtained the title of the vendors of the
cotton or some of them. The laws of the country have said the pro-
ceeds of this cotton have rightfully gone into the Treasury of the
United States. If we take them ont and pay them to Warren Mitchell,
walﬁay them contrary to those laws,

. MITCHELL. May I ask the Senator a question?

Mr. MORGAN. Yes.

Mr. MITCHELL. Idesire to ask the Senator from Alabama whether
if upon all the facts presented by this case the claimant, instead of
being a loyal citizen residing in the State of Kentucky, had been a dis-
loyal citizen residing in the State of Alabama, he would vote to pay
this claim under his views of public law and the decisions of the
Supreme Court ?

. MORGAN. If I had been on the Court of Claims, and the case
had come there for Eudir:.ial decision, not barred by the statute of -
limitations, I think if is very likely I would have decided that he
was entitled to the cotton, if he had been pardoned and was also a
citizen of Alabama, because his title to the property in‘that instance
gt:néd not have been acquired by a violation of the laws of the United

S. :

Mr. MITCHELL. Then I understand the Senator from Alabama
to hold and to declare to the Senate and the country that if he had
been a member of the Court of Claims or a member of the Supreme
Court of the United States, and this case had come before either, of
those courts of which he might have been a member, wpon isely
the same facts as are presented by this case, with the exce, gon that
the claimant had been a rebel and a resident of a disloyal State, he
wonld have voted to pay the claim under his views of publie law.

Mr. MORGAN. I do not know whether the Senator from Oregon
has ever been president of a Sunday-school or not; but he certainly
is a master of catechism. .

Mr. MITCHELL. I have put a very simple question.

Mr. MORGAN. Ido not propose to answer every question that may
arise in the mind of the Senator from Oregon. It is snfficient for me
to answer those questions which arise on the record of the case, I
will say to him, however, that if I had had the good fortune to have
been on the Court of Claims, or even the Supreme Conrt of the United
States, and a man who had been pardoned, though he had been a
rebel, had found his cotton taken without authority of law and con-
verted into the Treasury of the United States, I should have been
compelled, under the laws of the United States, to vote to give him
the proceeds of that cotton unless in the acquisition of the title to
that property he had violated some law of the United States, which
a rebel would not have done.

Mr. MITCHELL. Now, if I do not interrupt the Senator, the only
reason, as I understand him, why the Senator would not as a member
of either of those courts or as a member of Congress vote to pay this
claim is because the claimant at the time the transaction occurred
was a loyal man, a citizen of a loyal State, and was not a disloyal man
and a citizen of a disloyal State.

Mr. MORGAN. The reason in that case would have been that the
man who was thus situated would not have violated the laws of the
United States in an endeavor to acquire a title to this property. If
the Senatfor cannot understand that distinction, he will excuse me
from undertaking to edncate him on this subject.

Mr. MITCHE. I am willing to receive all the light my friend
I do not profeas to be as

from Alabama can give me on the subject.
wise as my friend from Alabama.
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Mr. MORGAN. The reason wgf he was not entitled to the owner-
ship of this cotton is that a law of the United States had prohibited
him, being a citizen of Kentucky, from going down South and traffick-
ing with our people for the nﬁ.:l;uisition of the property. That legal
:ﬁgmﬁty was in title, which he could not overcome, and from
which to-day we have no right to excuse him. That diaﬁusen with
allinquiry really in reference to his loyalty or disloyalty. Mr. Mitchell
stands here y as & ms;:hgnipst whom it has been decided by the
Supreme Court that he is ing claim to mona{sthe resnlt of sales
of cotton which did not belong to him under the laws of the country.
Therefore his appeal comes to us in the nature of a petition for a
charity, a benefaction to be conferred by Congress. When he comes
upon und I have great personal sympathy for him, and, as I
have remarked, I have great t for him. At the same time I do
not suppose that his loyalty is of that supreme and immaculate char-
acter wonuld justify us in taking $110,000 out of the Treasury for
the mere purpose of rewarding that sentiment of his mind, which I
must say was not very fully portrayed in the actions and conduct of
his life during the period of the rebellion. ]

I do not profess to be a perfect jundge of that description and qualit
of loyalty which entitles a man to come to the Congress of the Unit
States and demand some recompense at our hands as a reward for
that loyalty under which he asserts no positive legal title. On that
subject T am di to defer to those gentlemen who have better
ideas and views of what constituted loyalty to the Government of the
United States than I have been able to form or than I possess. I can
only say this: if the Confederate States had sncceeded in their effort
at emancipation from the Union and had succeeded in the establish-
ment of an independent government, and this cotton had been de-
stroyed by the same means or taken by the same means that the cot-
ton was taken by the capture of Savannah, I never should have found
it in my heart as one of the confederate soldiers or confederate law-
makers to have denied Mr, Mitchell compensation upon the ground
of his disloyalty to the confederacy, for, t ongh gentlemen may think
he was entirely loyal to the Union, I believe that he was as loyal to
the confederacy as a man could be whose home was in a non-belliger-
ent or rather in aloyal State. I mean b{' that loyalty evinced by sym-
pathy and sentiment, and I might add loyalty as evinced by conduct
while he was within our lines during the whole period of the war
and which enabled him to participate in the benefit of contracts for
furnishing supplies te the confederate army.

When we propose to reward loyalty I want to reward the pure ar-
ticle. I do not want to reward any article of loyalty that seems to
be in the least degree under suspicion ; and I am determined in my
conduct in the Senate, when men come from the South, or from the
North either, claiming the rewards of their loyalty, that they shall
prove it to a demonstration before I will undertake to reward them
on that account. I am not satisfied on that subject here, and yet I
have rendered my judgment as a member of the committee and as a
Senator npon the ground that we have to undo a decision of the Su-

reme Court, we have virtnally to repeal the laws of the United
gtat-es, before we can ever get at this money in the Treasury for the
purpose of returning it to Warren Mitchell.

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I move that the Senate proceed to
the consideration of executive business. I do it now as I suppose
there are other Senators who wish to speak on this bill.

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Will the Senator withdraw that motion
for a few moments ?

Mr. HAMLIN. How long?

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Ten minutes.

Mf. HAMLIN. Othersdesire to speak on the question. Ihope the
Senator will ﬁgst ne his remarks until another da{.

The PRES G OFFICER, (Mr. RoLLINS in the chair.) It is
moved by the Senator from Maine that the Senate proceed to the con-
sideration of executive business. 3

The motion was not agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 18,
noes 21. -

Mr. JONES, of Florida. If this bill can be left as the unfinished
business for to-morrow, very well ; I have no particular desire to go
on this evening.

Mr. EDMUNDS. If the Senator from Florida does not claim the
floor to speak now, I should like to make a motion. 1 move to post-

ne the present and all prior orders and take up the resolutions that
F:Jﬂ‘emd e other day on the subject of the constitutional amend-
ments and instructing the Committee on the Judiciary to report a
certain bill.

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I cannot yield to that.

Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator from Florida prefer to gmceed
to-day rather than to-morrow if this bill goes over as unfinished
business ? d p

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I would rather speak to-morrow if the bill
goes over as the unfinished business; but if it is to lose its place on
the Calendar, %h%tfer to go on now.

Mr. CONKL . So I apprehend ; and yet I think Senators around
the Senator from Florida voted against the motion to proceed to exee-
utive business supposing that he preferred to speak to-night. If he
does not prefer to speak to-night, then I venture to renew the motion
that the Benate ed to the consideration of executive business.
That will leave thie bill as thenunfinished buginess for to-morrow, and

thaﬁSenator from Florida will be entitled to the floor. I make that
motion. =
'_I‘hePPREBmING OFFICER. The Senator from New York moves
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive husiness.

Mr. HARRIS. I rise to inquire, if the Senate proceeds now to the
consideration of execntive business, does it leave this bill as the un-
finished business :

Mr, CONKLING and others. Certainly it-does.

ﬁ.' n}}ARRIS. That was my impreesion, but I desired to know it
certainly.

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my motion should not prevail now to take nup
the resolutions I have had the honor to propose, I shall try to move

them to-morrow.

Mr. . I of course understand that if the motion of the
Senator from Vermont shall be carried by the Senate it postpones the
consideration of the bill; but the motion of the Senator onm New
York to proceed to the consideration of executive business, as I un-
derstand, leaves this bill as the unfinished business and the business:
in order for to-morrow ?

Mr. CONKLING. No doubt about it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis moved by the Senator from New
York that the Senate now proceed to the consideration of executive:
business. :

The motion was agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE.

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M..
Apams, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the followi
bills and joint resolution ; in which it requested the concurrence o
the Senate :

A bill (H. R. No. 796) for the relief of Jenkins A. Fitzgerald, assist-
ant surgeon United States Army ;

A bill (H. B. No. 1173) for the relief of Joseph R. Pratt;

A bill (H. R. No. 1326) for therelief of Samuel B. Stauber and others;:

A bill (H. R. No. ) for the relief of Ella P. Murphy ;

A bill (H. R. No. 1545) for the relief of Aun Gregory, widow of

Chaxrles N. Gregory, deceased ;
- A bill (H. R. No. 1614) for the relief of 8. T. Marshall, of Lee County,.
owa;

:

A bill (H. R. No. 3378) to change a term of the district court in the
Count.{lof Pennington, in the Territory of Dakota;

A bill (H. R. No. 3434) releasing the title to a certain cemetery lot
to the city of Montgomery, Alabama;

A bill (H. R. No. 4007) for the relief of private William Hines,.
Company F, Eighteenth United States Infantry, who lost his trousers
and blanket by fire at Aiken, Sonth Carolina;

A bill (H. R, No. 4116) authorizing the board of commissioners of
the Soldiers Home to sell certain property at Harrodsburgh, Kentucky,.
belonging to the Soldiers Home
mAhlfm (H. R. No. 4123) for the relief of Germain H. Mason, of

chigan ;

A il (H. R. No. 4143) for the relief of John Adams, William B.
Clift, David Dunseath, William Killinger, J. F. Scott, administrator-
of the estato of Obediah Scott, . Davis C. Peak, Charles Lin-
derman, James Linnane, Patrick Carey, John McMahon, and J&m
Gorman, administrator of the estate of Patrick Gorman, :

A bill sH. R. No. 4290) for the reliefof William 8. Hansell and sons ;

A bill (H. R. No. 4418) for the relief of John D. MeGill ;

A bill (H. R. No. 4419) for the relief of Peter Meagher ;

A bill (H. R. No. 4554) for the relief of James G. Harrison ;

A bill (H. R.No. 5300) to provide for the holding of terms of the
distriet and ecircuit courts olf) the United States at Fort Scott, Kansas ;.

A bill (H. R. No. 5822) for the relief of Henry T. Fuller and others,
sureties upon the official bond of William H%atnman;

A bill (H. R, No. 5984) to amend section 622 of the Revised Statutes-
of the United States ;

A bill (H. R. No. 6158) granting a bounty land warrant to Elisha.
Franklin, a survivor of the war of 1812;

A Dbill (H. R. No. 6169) to establish a district and circuit court at.
Chattanooga, Tennessee ;

A bill (H. R. No. 6170) for the better organization of the district.
court of the United States within the State of Louisiana ; and

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 105) authorizing the Secretary of the
Treasury to pay certain officers of the internal-revenue service the-
amounts due them for their services as snch officers previous to the-
time of executing their bonds and taking the oath of office as pre-
scribed by law.

The message also announced that the House had passed the follow-
ing bills and joint resolution :

A Dbill (B. No. 43) to provide for taking testimony to be used before
Con%resa in cases of private claims the United States ;

A bill (8. No. &78) to disapprove and annul an act of the Legisla-
tive Assembly of the Territ;? of New Mexico, passed on the 15th of
January, 1875, by a two-third vote of both houses over the veto of
the %ovamor of said Territory ;

A bill (8. No. 1038) for the relief of Jesse Turner and others, sureties.
upon the official bond of George W. Clarke, formerly Indian agent;

A bill (8. No. ¥060) authorizing the SBecretary of War to erect head-
stones over the graves of Union soldiers whe have been interred in
private, village, or city cemeteries ;
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A Dbill (8. No. 1277) to extend the jurisdiction of the district and cir-
cuit courts of the United States for the southern district of Florida ;

and

A goint resolution (S. R. No. 27) providing for transportation by the
military anthorities of John J. Manuel and two infant daughters from

fiowa'rﬂ, Tdaho Territory, to S8aint Charles, Missouri.

The message further announced that the House had passed the fol-
lowing bills, with amendments in which it requested the concurrence
of the Senate:

A bill (8. No. 623) to amend sections 900 and 993 of the Revised
Statutes of the United States for the District of Columbia, so as to
malke the 22d day of February a holiday within said District; and

A bill (8. No. 1151) to amend section 5497 of the Revised Statutes.

The also announced that the House had concurred in the
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 5315) to restore the
records and files in the district and circnit courts of the United States
for the western distriet of Texas, lately destroyed by fire.

The message further announced that the House had ed to the
amendments of the Senate to the concurrent resolution of the House
providing for the printing of 3,000 co&%ﬁs of the report of the Geo-
graphical and Geological Survey of the Rocky Mountain Region, being
volume 2, Contributions to North American Ethnology,in quarto form.

The m also announced that the House had agreed to the
amendments of the SBenate to the concurrent resolution of the Honse
providing for the printing of 3,000 copies each of volumes 3, 8, and 13
of the final reports of the Geological and Geographical Survey of the
Territories, in quarto form, with the nec illustrations.

The message further announced that the Hounse had ed to the
amendments of the Senate to the conenrrent resolution of the House

ing for the printing of 3,000 copies of the report of the Geo-

phical and Geological Survey of the Rocky Mountain Region relat-

ing to the geology of the High Plateau of Utah, in quarto form, with
the illustrations and charts.

The message also announced that the House had passed a concur-
rent resolution providing for the printing and binding at the Govern-
ment Printing Office, for the use of the Department of the Interior,
of 2,000 copies of Professor Hayden’s tenth annual report of the Geo-
logical and Geographical Survey of the Territories for 1876, uniform
with the edition ordered by Congress.

The message further announced that the House had passed a con-
«current resolution for the printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
of the memorial exercises in honor of Professor Henry, held in the
Hall of the House of Representatives on the 16th day of January,
1879 ; in which the concurrence of the Senate was requested.

The message also announced that the House had passed a concur-
rent resolution providing that whenever the proper officer having
charge thereof shall have réceived a sufficient number of orders for
Professor Hayden’s Atlas of Colorado, accompanied by the cost price
thereof, with 10 per cent. additional, to warrant, in his opinion, the
expense of putting the plates to tgms. he shall cause an edition
thereof to be published: in which the concurrence of the Senate was

uested.

re"}'ha message further communicated to the Senate, in compliance

with its request, a of the testimony of James E. Anderson,

given before the committee of the House of Re tatives on in-
vestigation of alleged frands in the electoral vote of the States of

Lonisiana and Florida, so farasit affects Hon. STANLEY MATTHEWS, a
. Senator from the State of Ohio.

. ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED,

The mm&nﬁa also announced that the Speaker of the House had
signed the following enrolled Dbills; and they were thereupon signed
by the Vice-President:

A bill (8. No. 1435) aunthorizing the appointment of Dr. Junius L.

_ Powell an assistan{ surgeon in the United States Army ;

A bill (H. R. No. relating to the National Road in the State
of Mm{hnd, and to give consent of the United States to a certain
act of the General Assembly of Maryland in relation to said road;

A bill (H. R. No. 5052) to amend section 3835 of the Revised Statutes
of the United States relating to deficiency in postmasters’ accounts;

and

A bill (H. R. No. 6141) making appropriations to enable the Secre-
tary of the Treasury to carry out the provisions of section 254 of the
Revised Statuteﬁonnd to appropriate $40,000 for the miscellaneons
.expenses of the House of Representatives, and for other purposes,

PAPER CONTRACTS INVESTIGATION.

Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following resolution; which was con-

sidered by unanimons consent, and &, to:

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be authorized to send for
and to em a pher in any matter that may arise out
of tho recent con for paper.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS.

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication
£rom the Secretary of War, transmitting a letter of the Chief of Ord-
nance inclosing a special estimate and recommendation for the pur-

rsons and
the award

chase of land to rge and protect the San Antonio arsenal, Texas;
which was to the Committee on Military Affairs.
He also laid ore the Senate a letter of the Secretary of War,

‘transmitting a copy of a

ble and resolutions adopted by the
«Chamber of Commerce of

ittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on the 13th in-

stant, recommending that appropriations for the completion of the
Davis Island Dam be made ; which was referred to the Committee
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed.

He also laid before the Senate a letter of the Secretary of War,
communicating, in obedience tolaw, a report of Major G. L. Gillespie,
Corps of Engineers, of a survey of the bar at the month of Columbia
River, Oregon ; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce,
and ordered te be printed.

He also laid before the Senate a letter of the Secretary of War,
communicating, in obedience to law, the report of the board of offi-
cers ap%olnt to examine the works in progress of construetion by
James B, Eads at the mouth of the Mississippi River; which was
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and orhered to be printed.

He also laid before the Senate a letter of the Becretary of War,
transmitting copies of communications from W. J. Murtagh, offering
to sell to the Government the property in the city of Washington at
the southwestern corner of Pennsylvania avenue and Thirteenth
street, known as the * Republican building”; which was referred to
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION.

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of executive business.
After two hours and ten minntes spent in executive session the doors
were reopened, and (at five o’clock and forty-five minutes p. m.) the
Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
MonpaY, January 27, 1879.

The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev.
W. P. Harrisox, D. D.
The Journal of Saturday last was read and approved.

ORDER OF BUBSINESS.

The SPEAKER. The morning hour begins at ten minutes past
twelve o'clock. This being Monday, the first business during the
morning hour is the call of States and Territories, beginning with
the State of Maine, for bills and joint resolutions for introduction and
reference to appropriate committees. Dn.ri.l?dthix call memorials and
joint resolutions of State and territorial Legislatures are in order for

rence.

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I ask unanimous consent that this
order be allowed to continue, without regard to the expiration of the
hour, until all the States and Territories are called.

Mr. WRIGHT. I object.

MOUNT PLEASANT RAILROAD COMPANY.

Mr. HENDEE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 6175) to incorporate the
Mount Pleasant Railroad Company of the District of Columbia; which
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee for the
District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed.

DARWIN JOHNSON.

Mr. JOYCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 6176) nting a pension
to Darwin Johnson,late a private in Company C, Eleventh Regiment
Vermont Volunteer Infantry, war of 1861 ; which was read a first and
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or-
dered to be printed. : f

EBENEZER G. BIGELOW.

Mr. JOYCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 6177) gﬂmting a pen-
sion to Ebenezer G. Bigelow, late a private in Second Vermont Bat-
tery, war of 1861; which was read a first and second time, referred to
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed.

PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF WAR OF 1312.

Mr. JOYCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 6178) to amend the act
of March 9, 1878, relating to pensions for service in the war of 1812;
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on
Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered to be printed. .

CONDEMNED ORDNANCE FOR SOLDIERS' MONUMENT,

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 6179) do-
nating four condemned cannon to the town of Sutton, State of Massa-
chusetts, to be used in the erection of a soldier's monument; which
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mik-
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed.

OPHELIA E. SIMMOXNS.

Mr. CRAPO insroduced a bill (H. R. No. 6180) granting a pension
to Ophelia E. Bimmons, widow of David A. Bimmons, late a master's
mate in the Navy; which was read a first and second time, referred
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed.

WORK ON PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

Mr. MULLER introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 219) asking
the President to a:lp int a board to examine into and re%‘tt on a
better system of doing work on our public buildings; which was
read a first and second time, referred to the Committes on Education

and Labor, and ordered to be printed.
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